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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 8:10 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John Wells called the meeting to order with the 

following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Steve Inman   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Kevin Morrow   Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Solicitor 

David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS:  Carol Morris, Fred Morris, Troy Copeland, Roy Patterson, Judy Ray, Duane 

Lowe, Wayne Mitchell, Tony King, Tim Bragg 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John Wells. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John Wells.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of February 2, 2010 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilman 

Morrow. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn 

 

Chief Woodburn reported in the month of January, the Police Department had driven 3,370 

miles and used 382.1 gallons of gasoline.  The police department issued 25 warnings, 19 

traffic tickets, 4 misdemeanor citations, making a total of 23 tickets issued.  Chief 

Woodburn reported total hours worked for all officers was 651 hours and 27 minutes; they 

issued 9 crash reports and 9 incident reports. 
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Fiscal Officer Ellen Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported January’s month and year to date expenditures, for the 

following departments:  Police Department month and year to date $13,887.39; Mayor’s 

Court month and year to date $880.04; Parking Facilities month and year to date $848.40; 

Street M & R month and year to date $6,363.56; Water Fund month and year to date 

$8,579.67; Sewer Treatment month and year to date $13,554.75; Sewer Fund month and 

year to date $5,577.69. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated; since we are still working off temporary appropriations there 

is no monthly budget set, nor year to date budget percentages. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported January’s month and year to date revenue and percentage of 

the year to date budget as follows:  General Fund month and year to date $25,932.43, 4% ; 

Street M & R Fund month and year to date $6,546.42, 9%; Water Fund month and year to 

date $15,284.17, with $5,839.33 of that being from Morgan Meigs, 4%; Sewer Fund month 

and year to date $10,673.74, 3% YTD budget. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated nothing was received from Malta for Joint Sewer Operations as 

the Plant Operator did not get the billing out until February. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated due to the metering project being implemented the water and 

sewer funds for the month of January are less than normal; however she feels we should be 

back on track in the month of February. 

 

 

Public Participation 

 

Ms. Judy Ray addressed Council regarding the rates for multiple unit buildings.  Ms. Ray 

stated she felt the rates were too high and she did not feel she should pay the base amount 

per unit.  Ms. Ray stated she did not feel the six unit base was fair to all.   

 

Mr. Roy Patterson addressed Council stating he felt the same way as Ms. Ray felt.  Mr. 

Patterson stated his water bill doubled.  Mr. Patterson stated anyone could stand an increase 

in rates; but he feels this is not fair.  Mr. Patterson stated he also did not feel the per unit 

charge was fair and that it should be based on the amount of water usage only. 

 

Mr. Wayne Mitchell addressed Council stating he was is in agreement with Mr. Patterson 

and Ms. Ray.  Mr. Mitchell stated he also wanted to add that he did not feel it was fair to 

pay the base rate on a vacant rental if no one was using it. 

 

Ms. Ray questioned how one was to know what renter to charge if there was a large usage 

without each being individually metered. 

 

Discussion was made by Council on units with single meters.   

 

Mayor Wells stated the Village needs $400,000 to run the water department and $450,000 

to run the sewer department each year.  Mayor Wells stated we could divide that number 

per taps or per unit; however, if we do what they are proposing to get the same amount of 

money you have to raise every units rate.  By doing this, it will effect the single households, 

and the rates with more units per tap will go up also.  Mayor Wells stated we have to collect 

this amount regardless of how we do it.  Mayor Wells stated when you look at the water 

rates survey, we are still the second lowest even with the increases. 

 

Mayor Wells stated he is not striking this down; but if we do it per tap we are going to have 

to increase the base rate across the board to get the same amount of money.   
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Mr. Patterson stated he did not feel we needed a base rate.  Mayor Wells stated we have to 

have a base rate. 

 

Mayor Wells stated McConnelsville does not buy water from Malta; we share expenses.  

Currently we are paying about 80% of the water produced at the plant.  Mayor Wells stated 

with Malta West now on board it is helping out; plus if people use less water, that will 

decrease our expenditure some also. 

 

Ms. Ray stated she does not understand why if she had 20 units, she would be paying less 

per unit than those who have a smaller number of units.  Ms. Ray stated she feels the 

Village is discriminating against the landlords. 

 

Mayor Wells stated the ordinances that existed before meters were installed reads; all units 

should be billed as follows, then it shows the flats and metered units.  Mayor Wells stated 

the Village should have always been billed under units; the metered accounts have been 

improperly billed for years. 

 

Mayor Wells stated he would give them a challenge; he will get the number of taps and the 

number of units and see if they can figure a better, fairer way to bill.  If they come up with a 

solution, he will present it to council.  Mayor Wells stated he would get the figures to them 

and asked them to be present at the next council meeting. 

 

Mr. Patterson stated he felt council should do it; that they have made a mistake and have 

not done their homework on it.   

 

Mayor Wells stated the village brought in Mr. John Rauch.  When Mr. Rauch done a study 

over the village’s expenses and revenue, he recommended the rates to be higher than 

Council has made them.   

 

Mayor Wells stated he felt he needed to defend Council as they have put in a lot of time; 

talked about and made adjustments to the big units trying to make it more fair.  Mayor 

Wells stated to criticize Council that they haven’t done their job is unfair.   

 

Mr. Patterson questioned why a meter was not put in every unit.  Mayor Wells stated first it 

was too expensive for the Village and secondly the buildings were not plumbed that way 

and it would have been an expense to the resident owners to replumb everything.   

 

Mr. Patterson stated he read in the paper where the village was under budget on this project; 

couldn’t they have used that money?  Mayor Wells stated that amount wouldn’t have 

touched what was needed to meter every unit; and the Village crew has a list of clean up 

items that needs taken care of.     

 

Mr. Duane Lowe stated he agreed with Ms. Ray.  Mr. Lowe stated he will shut his units 

down and pay nothing if we do not make a change.  Mr. Lowe questioned where we came 

up with the figures of $400,000 and $450,000.  Mayor Wells stated it was the Village’s 

budget and he would give him a copy for proof.  Mr. Lowe stated he does not mind paying 

for his usage; but he does not want to pay for someone elses bill.  Mr. Lowe questioned if a 

motel was charged per unit.  Mayor Wells stated that is not the same thing.   

 

Mr. Tony King addressed Council stating he came here for a second opinion.  Mr. King 

stated he parked in the area of the Historical Society and the snow had been plowed against 

the parking meters.  He could not get to the meter so he did not put a dime in it and when he 

came out, he had a ticket.  Mr. King stated he felt an access should have been made to the 

meters and it was a greater hazard for him to try to put money in it.  Mr. King stated he 

brought the ticket in to the meter person and was told everyone else was paying them, that 

he had to also.  Mayor Wells requested Mr. King’s phone number and he will contact him 

after the meeting. 
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Ordinance 10-03 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Ordinance 10-03, for the third and final reading, AN 

ORDINANCE APPROVING, ADOPTING AND ENACTING AMERICAN LEGAL 

PUBLISHING’S OHIO BASIC CODE, 2010 EDITION, AS THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF MCCONNELSVILLE, OHIO. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to pass Ordinance 10-03 on the third and final reading, 

seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 10-03 was duly adopted. 

 

 

Ordinance 10-06 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Ordinance 10-06, AN ORDINANCE ENACTED BY THE 

COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF MCCONNELSVILLE, MORGAN COUNTY, OHIO 

IN THE MATTER OF THE LANDSLIDE REPAIR PROJECT ON STATE ROUTE 376 

NORTH. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman Inman. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel made a Motion to adopt Ordinance 10-06 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilman Matheney. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 10-06 was duly adopted. 

 

 

Ordinance 10-07 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Ordinance 10-07, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE 

WATER TANK AND STREAMLINING PROJECT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF 

MCCONNELSVILLE AND THE OHIO WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to adopt Ordinance 10-07 on emergency 

measure, seconded by Councilman Morrow. 
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Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 10-07 was duly adopted. 

 

Mayor Wells stated he would have the Village Engineer, Lee Conkel, come down one night 

to meet and talk with Council since we have a lot of new members. 

 

 

Recreation Committee 

 

Councilman Matheney stated he has been in and worked with the Fiscal Officer and they 

have come up with about $35,000 in upgrades needed at the pool.  They have decided to 

divide it into three steps.  Councilman Matheney stated we are going to ask for $10,000 and 

put total project cost at $12,000.   

 

Councilman Matheney stated they met with the Village Engineer and he is getting an 

Engineers estimate together for supporting documentation; plus the Health Department has 

given us copies of work they are requiring done with the Concession Stand as more 

supporting documents.   

   

Councilman Matheney stated the Committee met with Mike Bishman of the Y today and 

received a lot of information. 

 

 

Public Safety 

 

Councilman Inman stated he wants to get with the Mayor to draft an Official Public Notice 

supporting the Ambulance Levy. 

 

 

Finance 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she is very disappointed with the lack of completion on the 

website.  Councilwoman Gessel stated she talked with Mr. Rusty Masterson today and he 

has a fabulous website and that maybe the Village can do a link with his. 

 

 

Executive Session 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel and 

potential litigation, seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Council went into Executive Session at 7:16 P.M. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to come out of Executive Session, seconded by 

Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Council came out of Executive Session at 8:03 P.M. 
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Mayor John Wells 

 

Mayor Wells requested Council to give him the authority to sign a Settlement and Release 

of All Claims Agreement with Patrolman Thomas Taylor. 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to give Mayor Wells the authority to sign a Settlement 

and Release of All Claims Agreement with Patrolman Thomas Taylor, seconded by 

Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The Motion was approved. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated she had received several compliments on the good job the 

Village Crew done on the snow cleaning. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she feels the business owners should clean their sidewalks 

more often.  Councilwoman Gessel questioned if it wouldn’t be better for the residents to 

park in their driveways so the streets can be more accessible for cleaning.  Foreman Bragg 

stated that would help. 

 

Councilman Bragg stated he has received a lot of calls from people on their water 

consumption and that the Village can stop up and see if their meter is running, stating a 

leak. 

 

Mayor Wells stated there were a lot of people here this evening to complain about the water 

rates.  Mayor Wells stated we just have to keep working at it and keep it as fair as we can to 

everyone. 

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till March 2, 2010 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

John A. Wells                                                 Ellen M. Hemry 

Mayor                                                             Fiscal Officer  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

    

    


