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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator Scott Brown, Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS:  None 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of February 7, 2012 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilman 

Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley reported March 12
th

 will be the Girl Scouts' 100
th

  Anniversary and asked for 

a Motion to Proclaim March 12, 2012 Girl Scout Day. 
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Councilman Bragg made a Motion to Proclaim March 12, 2012 Girl Scout Day, seconded 

by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

March 12, 2012 was officially Proclaimed Girl Scout Day. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he had received confirmation of the approval for the $75,000 Grant 

from the Cultural Facilities for the Twin City Opera House. 

 

Councilman Dille commented if there were extra monies maybe some of it could be spent 

on this side of the building. 

 

Village Administrator Brown stated Council wanted to remember they needed to hold off 

on this grant as they needed to use it as the fifth lender for the Distress Grant we are trying 

to acquire.  Everything should be complete and we can proceed with this in October or 

November 2012.    

 

Mayor Finley reported we received a request from the Department of Commerce, Division 

of Liquor Control to transfer the liquor license from Winger Slinger’s to Smokin’ Joes.  

None of council had any issues regarding this transfer; therefore, the Clerk of Council was 

permitted to sign and return the paperwork back to the Department of Commerce. 

 

Mayor Finley requested approval from Council to tear down the First Street
 
Water Works 

Building.  Council commented their biggest concern was the cost it would be to tear it 

down.  Mayor Finley will pursue pricing and bring it back before Council so they could 

make a final decision.  Mayor Finley stated they were going to remove the heaters and the 

garage door to be used elsewhere. 

 

Mayor Finley reported Mondo Builders are progressing in their removal of the High Tank 

and the Old Reservoir.  Everything is moving along well; they are making good progress. 

 

Mayor Finley asked Solicitor Tarbert to research where the tower sits; it was deeded over to 

the Village years ago and he is not sure if the property reverts back to the original owners or 

not. 

 

Village Administrator Brown reported Mrs. Judy Radcliff had contacted him regarding 

Mondo cutting their line for their satellite dish.  He informed her to turn the bill over to the 

Village to take care of. 

 

Mayor Finley reported Zemba had been in cleaning sewer lines in the Village.  Mayor 

Finley asked VA Brown to elaborate.  VA Brown stated on Seventh, Eighth, and, Ninth 

Streets from McConnel Avenue to Main Street is approximately 1,000 feet.  Over this area, 

there are no manholes.  VA Brown wanted to confirm none were there and had been paved 

over, so he needed to have a camera ran through the line and they had to be cleaned prior 

to.   VA Brown stated it was determined no manholes were designed when the lines were 

originally laid; however, they can be added in the future if the Village chooses to do so.  

VA Brown stated the pipe is 8 inches and is in good shape.   

 

Village Administrator Brown stated he recommended the Village purchase a system to 

clean the sanitary sewer lines on a regular basis.  He recommended purchasing a jetter on a 

trailer, which would cost around $45,000.  Mayor Finley stated he felt we definitely needed 

to keep this in mind and turned it over to the Streets and Alley Committee for discussion.   

 

Mayor Finley reported with VA Brown leaving, the Village is in need of a Sewer Treatment 

Plant Operator as of February 25, 2012.  Mayor Finley stated he contacted Dan Kopec with 
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the OEPA and we have been given permission to run the Plant with Damon Drake signing 

off on the reports until he takes his test in May.  If he fails to pass his test at that time, or if 

we have any issues come up prior to then, we must immediately hire a Class II Operator.   

 

Mayor Finley stated the guys at the Sewer Treatment Plant are up to speed and he is 

confident they can handle it.  Mayor Finley stated he has talked with former employee, 

Terry Mayle and he is willing to pitch in and help us if we need it. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn questioned if we had that in writing.  Mayor Finley stated yes.   

 

Mayor Finley reported we have held six interviews for the part-time position.  Two of the 

initial interviewees declined; therefore, two more were picked in their place.  Mayor Finley 

stated Councilwoman Gessel, Village Administrator Brown, Fiscal Officer Hemry, and 

Water and Sewer Clerk Scott participated in the interviews.  We have narrowed it down; 

will have a second interview and hopefully hire in the near future.  

 

Mayor Finley reminded Council of the tour of the Malta Water Plant on March 6, 2012 at 

5:30. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he, VA Brown, and Councilman Bragg met with Morgan Meigsville 

Water District regarding their billing.  Mayor Finley stated it went very well; MMRWD 

was surprised it took so long for us to increase their costs.  Mayor Finley stated he has 

asked them to review the figures from VA Brown and get back with him before the increase 

is actually put into effect.  Mayor Finley stated VA Brown’s figures were excellent and 

very easy to understand.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he wanted to thank Englefield Oil publically for the work they have 

done at the South end of town.  It has made a major improvement to the area.  

 

Mayor Finley stated he is still working on the Ashland Station; they have not gotten back 

with him as of yet.  Councilman Matheney questioned if we could send a letter to them on 

the Property Maintenance Ordinance.  Mayor Finley stated yes. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he has been having several comments on the stop signs that have been 

put on the Square.  Mayor Finley stated this was done by the State; the Village had nothing 

to do with it. 

 

Mayor Finley reported Councilwoman Gessel went to the Zane Trace Development 

Meeting.  Mayor Filey asked Councilwoman Gessel to tell a little bit about the meeting. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated it was very informative; Lieutenant Governor, Mary Taylor 

and Governor Kasich spoke at the meeting.  The main topic was the oil drilling and the 

advantages it can bring a community.  Carrollton has had great growth; the town is very 

busy; there has been some greed involved; and others are afraid of Boom and Bust.  

 

Mayor Finley reported he received the Columbus CEO Magazine and there was an article in 

it on Parkway Auto Sales and the owner, Danny Smith.  Mayor Finley stated he wanted to 

congratulate Mr. Smith.   

 

 

Resolution 12-05 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Resolution #12-05, 2012 ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 

RESOLUTION. 

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 
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Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to adopt Resolution 12-05 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Resolution 12-05 was duly adopted. 

 

 

Village Administrator Brown 

 

Village Administrator Brown stated most of his items had already been covered tonight.  

The only big expenditures we have over the last two weeks were for tires and rims for the 

dump truck.  The tires and rims replaced were the four on the rear; the front tires are in 

good shape.   

 

Mayor Finley stated this would be Village Administrator Brown’s last report.  Mayor 

Finley stated Village Administrator Brown has given 300% over the last three weeks since 

he turned in his resignation.  Mayor Finley stated he appreciates that very much. 

 

 

Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn 

 

Chief Woodburn reported in the month of January, the Police Department had driven 3,723 

miles and used 433.9 gallons of gasoline.  The police department issued 40 warnings, 36 

traffic tickets, 28 misdemeanor citations, making a total of 64 tickets issued.  Chief 

Woodburn reported total hours worked for all officers was 733 hours 4 minutes; they issued 

3 crash reports and 22 incident reports. 

 

Chief Woodburn stated he thinks Councilman Robison done a great job on the Police 

Section of the Website; along with the article on Town Marshal Horace Porter who was 

killed in the line of duty.  Chief Woodburn stated he is working on a getting a plaque made 

for the Office on the Line of Duty Death.    

 

Mayor Finley reported the new cruiser is just waiting on a console and LED lights for the 

front and headlights.  Mayor Finley stated Chief Woodburn stripped the old car of the 

radios so they could be installed in the new cruiser. 

 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry explained she had made a few changes to her monthly report.  She 

would be reporting on each Fund as a whole; and, not just particular departments within the 

Fund.   

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry gave each Council Member a copy of the Record Retention 

stipulations.  She informed council the Board would consist of the Mayor; herself; the 

Village Solicitor and a Citizen of the Village.  Mayor Finley stated this was something we 

needed to act on and get put in place. 
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Recreation Committee  
 

Councilman Matheney passed out a copy of the agreement that was drawn up by the Malta-

McConnelsville Gould Community Project Donation, so the Village could receive the 

$30,000 for the Swimming Pool.  Solicitor Tarbert feels it is OK for this to be signed.   

 

 

Ordinance 12-06 

 

Mayor Finley read Ordinance 12-06 by Title Only; Malta-McConnelsville Gould 

Community Project Donation. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adopt Ordinance 12-06 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Nay; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 12-06 was duly adopted. 

 

Councilman Matheney stated once we receive this donation; we need to get started on the 

pool right away.  Councilman Matheney stated we were originally thinking of spending 

$60,000; however, to get everything completed, we may run over.   

 

 

Streets and Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported he has been working on the Skateboard Ordinance with 

Solicitor Tarbert.  We need to define the area for this Ordinance.  After a brief discussion 

Council agreed on the area from Fourth Street to Eighth Street on Main Street only.   

 

Chief Woodburn stated now that the budget is in place he will get quotes on the LED lights.   

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated she was going to have a meeting the other evening; 

however, the Finance meeting lasted past time.  Councilwoman Blackburn stated there is a 

CHIPS program through the Morgan County Community Housing Improvement Program.  

They are going to hang doorknockers on homes to see if any are eligible.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported if homeowners received a survey from Shannon Wells; it 

was important to complete them and turn them back in.    

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated there is a surprise 70
th

 birthday for Ginny Bond on 

Thursday from 9:00 until 1:00.  Councilwoman Blackburn stated she has done a lot for the 

community and feels it would be nice if council went and represented the Village.  
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Finance Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported the Finance Committee has met twice since the last council 

meeting.  They met this evening with Peoples Bank regarding the figure they came up with 

for credit card and internet banking.  Councilwoman Gessel stated they would be sending 

figures to her and she will share them once she has received them. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated the committee met regarding the rewriting of Ordinance 10-

36.  They will be meeting again; the Mayor had suggestions on changes and salary ranges.  

Councilwoman Gessel stated she would like to see all of Council get involved in the 

rewriting of this ordinance as it was very important.  Councilwoman Gessel took minutes of 

the meeting and they are on file in the Fiscal Officer’s office.     

 

Councilwoman Gessel will make notes in red of the changes to the ordinance and get copies 

out to all of Council for them to review and then they will meet again to discuss their 

thoughts.   

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Dille stated he went through the Parking Meter Ordinance and has come up 

with some possible changes.  He passed copies of this out to Council.  Councilman Dille 

stated if there were any comments or suggestions to let him know and he will prepare it for 

the first reading at the next meeting. 

   

 

Technology and Website Committee 

 

Councilman Dille stated everyone needed to start using their new e-mail address.  He will 

be scheduling training sessions for everyone.  Councilman Dille stated the new website 

prepared by Councilman Robison is beautiful.   

 

Councilman Dille stated he will e-mail DataSmith of our cancellation of his website.   

 

Mayor Finley stated we needed to look for members of the Village Volunteers for Sub-

Committees.   

 

 

Other Business 

 

Mayor Finley asked Solicitor Tarbert to go over the situation with WODA.  Solicitor 

Tarbert stated the WODA project had a manhole plugged up.  The Village had Zemba come 

in and clean it; then we sent the bill on to them.  They did not pay; therefore, he sent them a 

letter. This generated a meeting with them and we have found that a previous Village 

Administrator had sent them a letter stating we would take over their entire water and sewer 

system.   

 

Village Administrator Brown stated he had Zemba come in and clean and camera the line 

from the Nesselroad property down to edge of the WODA driveway.  In his opinion there is 

not any issue there.  

 

In the meeting it was agreed that our Engineer would talk with their Engineer.  As the 

present time, our Engineers have not heard anything from them. 
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Executive Session 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss 

personnel; seconded by Councilman Dille.   

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Council went into Executive Session at 8:53 P.M. 

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to come out of Executive Session, seconded by 

Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Council came out of Executive Session at 9:28 P.M. 

 

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till March 6, 2012 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


