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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:00 P.M. to 7.18 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Darrell Newton   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Absent 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Troy Copeland, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, and Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS: Jay Cordray, Tim Hallowell, Dean Moore 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

Excuse Absent Council Member 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to excuse Councilwoman Blackburn from the 

meeting, seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of June 2, 2015 

 

Councilman Newton made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 
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Public Participation 

 

Tim Hallowell and Dean Moore were here on behalf of the Son’s of the American Legion 

and addressed Council regarding giving donations to the Village.  They donated $200 for 

the Swimming Pool; and, $100 for the K9 Unit.   

 

Mayor and Council were very appreciative of the donations and for everything else they do 

for the public.   

 

Councilman Newton questioned Chief Copeland if we would be purchasing a bullet proof 

vest for the K9.  Chief Copeland stated yes, that is something we need to purchase.   

 

 

Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley stated Fiscal Officer Hemry gave Council a report on the May Financials.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel questioned why the Street Fund monies were so low. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated every year the Gas Tax dollars paid to the Village get less and 

less.  It was noted the reason for this is due to the fact that people were purchasing their 

gasoline in other towns; therefore, the Village (County) was not receiving these tax dollars.  

 

Mayor Finley stated he recently met with Steve Williams from the Ohio Department of 

Transportation in his office at Finley Fire.  Mr. Williams brought in information regarding a 

grant they are seeking to replace the traffic lights for the interesection at the new bridge and 

State Route 60; and, Malta’s intersection is also included in this plan.  The quotes are 

$151,000 for span wire lights; and, $155,000 for mast arms.  The lights on both ends of the 

bridge will be synced together to help the flow of traffic.   

 

Mayor Finley stated another thing the State is looking at doing is changing the intersection 

entirely and putting in a Roundabout instead of using traffic lights.  Mayor Finley stated 

Mr. Williams said there are less accidents in Roundabouts than there are with traffic lights.   

 

Mayor Finley passed around the drawing of the traffic lights for Council to view.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he also discussed the Fire Signal at Fourth and Main Streets (it 

currently is not in working order).  Mr. Williams feels there is no need for this light; and, 

when previously asked, Chief Woodard was in favor of removing it also. 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to remove the Fire Signal at Fourth and Main Streets; 

seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The Motion carried. 

 

Councilman Dille stated he frequently hears comments regarding the timing of the traffic 

lights within the Village.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson noted the Fifth Street traffic light is the problem with the 

timing. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he also addressed this traffic light with Mr. Williams; and, this was the 

one light that was identified previously in a study they done that needed decommissioned.   
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Mayor Finley statd he has mixed emotions in removing the Fifth Street traffic light for fear 

of speeding down Main Street; however, he also has concerns of accidents happening due 

to the Drive Thru.  Mayor Finley stated he expressed all those concerns with Mr. Williams 

and, Mr. Williams feels we would have less issues if it were removed as the traffic would 

flow instead of getting backed up when the light stops the traffic. 

 

Mayor Finley asked Council to think about this light for a few weeks before they make a 

decision.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated we could turn it off for a trial if they would like to 

see what impact it would have on traffic. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he received a letter from Community Action requesting support from 

the Mayor and Council ; they are preparing a grant from USDA for Housing Preservation 

Funds.  If they receive this grant, it will be used in Washington and Morgan counties to 

rehabilitate and provide housing for low income home owners.   

 

Mayor Finley stated Judge Favreau recently made him aware of the opportunity to borrow 

money from the Muskingum Watershed Conservatory District at a low interest rate.  This is  

for local governments within the Watershed Area for wastewater projects.  Mayor Finley 

stated he passed this information onto the Village Administrator in case we need to look at 

some additional loans for the next phase of our sewer separation project.     

 

Mayor Finley reported he has been working with Inger L. Mitchell regarding the Ashland 

Property on Seventh Street.  Mayor Finley stated he shared the Donation Agreement they 

drew up with Council and the Solicitor.  They will donate the property to the village free 

and clear if Council chooses to accept it; however, we would be accepting the liability of 

the property.  Mayor Finley stated at first glance he was intereseted in it; but, he is still 

worried about the liability.  The property was contaminated; however, they have remediated 

it and they say they have clearance on it.  Mayor Finley stated originally he had also 

worked out a monetary donation; but, they have taken that away as they are going to pay to 

have all of the asbestos abated.  The Village would be responsible for tearing the 

building(s) down and removal of it.  Mayor Finley stated if Council wants to accept the 

donation; he would like the Solicitor to add language within the Donation Agreement and 

make a counter offer.  Mayor Finley stated the other challenge would be once we took 

ownership and it was raised and cleaned up, we would then have to mow and maintain the 

property. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he wanted to bring everything to Council’s attention and see what their 

thoughts are. 

 

Councilman Robison stated he would like to have the Solicitor do the wording of the 

coutner offer; and, bring to Council to review prior to making any decision. 

 

Councilman Bragg stated he was concerned about adding more property to maintain as we 

already have a lot for the crew to keep up with now.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated if the Village takes it over, it would be less tax dollars we 

would be receiving on the property as the Village does not pay taxes.   

 

Solicitor Tarbert stated he thinks we should strengthen the indemnity within the contract if 

Council decided to accept it. 

 

Councilman Robison questioned what they were going to do with it if the Village didn’t 

accept the donation. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he did not know; however, he would stay on them to get it cleaned up. 
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Mayor Finley stated he seen an article in the paper today about grants for taking care of old 

gas stations within Villages and Towns.  Mayor Finley asked Council to be thinking about 

it; and, the Solicitor will bring new language within the Agreement to the next meeting. 

Mayor Finley reported he has been in contact with Vince Miller of Englefield Oil.  Mayor 

Finley has requested them to clean up and get rid of the large rocks and piles of debris.  

Mayor Finley stated they have always been willing to work with us.     

 

Mayor Finley stated he has requeseted the Chief and Village Administrator to continue 

working on the properties in town that need cleaned up and getting letters out to them.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he has had a flyer created on the Village’s street sweeper to put it 

out for bid or for sale through an online source.   

 

 

Ordinance 15-11 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Ordinance 15-11, AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH US BRIDGE 

AND OTHER CONTRACTORS AND OR ENGINEERS FOR THE REPAIR OF A SLIP 

ON NORTH FOURTH STREET, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, SUSPENDING THE 

RULES AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY NECESSITATING THE REPAIR OF 

THE SLIP WITHOUT FORMAL BIDDING OR ADVERTISING.   

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adopt Ordinance 15-11 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilman Newton. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 15-11 was duly adopted. 

 

Mayor Finley asked the Streets and Alley Committee to look at an alley off of Kennebec 

and bring a recommendation back to Council.  Mayor Finley stated he will have more 

information to give them when they have the meeting.   

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he had a meeting with the engineers.  The tank 

inspection is done and a preliminary report; however, no cost estimates are completed yet.  

Village Administrator Thompson stated the Hawk Tank is not as bad as was anticipated, we 

could get another four or five years before it would become critical; however, we do not 

want to wait for it to become critical.  The Stand Pipe Tank is in critical condition and will 

need done right away.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he recently attended training for OPWC Issue I 

applications and how to fill them out for grants and loans. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated while there, he found out the Village will not be 

receiving any additional monies through ARC or CDBG funding for the Sewer Separation 

Project.  Village Administrator Thompson stated we were relying heavily on these grants.  
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Village Administrator Thompson stated the standard practices have changed preventing us 

from receiving either of those grants on this project.     

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he has checked with USDA funding and their 

cycle is up and won’t be available until sometime next spring.  Village Administrator 

Thompson stated chances are we won’t get any grant from them and the Ohio Public Works 

money will be here the first of July and we only have a year to get that project started.  

Village Administrator Thompson stated we will have to move forward with the project and 

take out bigger loans than originally anticipated.  Village Administrator Thompson stated 

we currently have $400,000 in grant money for this project; so we will be looking at 

$500,000 to $600,000 for loans.  Council questioned if this would be the last phase of sewer 

separation and Village Administrator Thompson stated he hoped so.     

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the crew has begun patching the streets and have 

put the boat docks in; the gangways and stiff arms are up, we just have to get the concrete 

pads poured to set the stiff arms in.     

 

Mayor Finley stated we are patching State Route 60 all through town as the State took it out 

of their patching.   

 

Mayor Finley reported Steve Williams is still working on a grant to obtain a walking trail 

from bridge to bridge along the riversides and connect Malta and McConnelsville.  They 

would like to see the both village’s to do more work on the river banks.   

 

 

Chief of Police Troy Copeland 

 

Chief Copeland reported we had success with Samo on a stop the other day.   

 

 

Recreation & Buildings Committee 

 

Councilman Newton reported the pool has been very busy.  He noted the pool sweeper is 

not working correctly; and, asked the Village Administrator to look into it.    

 

Councilman Newton reported on those who sponsored the Life Guards in getting their 

certificates.  They were:  the Kiwanis, the Outdoor Extravaganza, Tim Patterson and Beth 

Pierce; and, Pool Manager Teresa Brannon.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated Pool Manager Brannon spoke to her about a table being 

broken. 

 

Councilman Newton stated he found one at Morgan Hardware and will be ordering it 

tomorrow.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported she received a call from Ginny Bond regarding the 

festivities for the Fourth of July Celebration.  Mrs. Bond is requesting to have the square 

closed from 6:00 P.M. until 10:00 P.M.; the parade begins at 6:30 in Malta.  They will take 

care of cleaning up the streets afterwards. 

 

 

Streets & Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported he has been reviewing Ordinance 13-17. 
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Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported a new restaurant has opened up in town; Jake’s on Main 

Street.  Councilman Robison stated he has heard good reports on it.     

 

Councilman Dille reminded everyone of the Leadership Meeting Wednesday evening at 

Burr Oak; he will be attending. 

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported she met with Malta Mayor Hill regarding the mileage 

charge on the last billing.  Mayor Hill stated it was put on there in error; that it was his 

mistake.   

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry questioned if there was a new billing.  None had been received; 

therefore, she will contact Fiscal Officer Ray to receive one.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel made a Motion to add the Malta Water bill to the current Bill Sheet 

minus the mileage; seconded by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The Motion Carried. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry will cut the check once the new billing is received. 

 

 

Finance Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg reported the Quarterly Tax Meeting was held today. 

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg sated he feels the property situation on Ninth Street and Union Avenue 

is a public safety issue rather than a property maintenance issue.  The matter was turned 

over to Village Administrator Thompson and Chief Copeland.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated they would discuss the matter with the Village 

Solicitor.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated the Christie property on Kennebec below her has not been 

mowed yet; and, she had personally talked to him.  Councilwoman Gessel requested a letter 

be sent to him also.     

 

 

Technology and Website Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported the computers have been ordered and should be delivered by 

July 2, 2015.   

 

Councilman Robison noted he feels we need to put internet connection at the Fourteenth 

Street Garage when they receive their laptop.   
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Other Business 

 

Reporter Jay Cordray from the Morgan County Herald questioned if anyone had contacted 

the Police Department in regards to a Drone hovering in their yard.  Chief Copeland had not 

heard anything.  Upon being questioned, it was determined that it was out of the Village’s 

corporation limits.   

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till July 7, 2015 at 6:00 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


