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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 7:39 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Troy Copeland, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, and Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS:  Carol Morris 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of May 21, 2013 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley questioned Council if they would like to change the start time for the Council 

Meetings to 6:00 P.M. instead of the current time of 6:30 P.M.   

 

After a brief discussion Council agreed this would be a good idea. 
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Councilman Dille made a Motion to change the Council Meeting time from 6:30 P.M. to 

6:00 P.M., seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn.   

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The Motion carried; all Council Meetings beginning with the June 18
th

 Meeting unless 

otherwise noted will begin at 6:00 P.M. 

 

Mayor Finley reported May Parking Meter receipts as follows:  Fines - $303.00; Meters - 

$1,795.70 for a total of $2,098.70.  Mayor Finley reported May Income Tax receipts as 

$27,348.41.  Mayor Finley reported May Mayor’s Court receipts as follows:  Village - 

$5,241.00; Morgan County Treasurer - $109.50; Treasurer of State – $1,143.50 for a total 

of $6,494.00.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he received a letter from Steve Williams with the Ohio Department 

of Transportation.  They are requesting a sewer tap.  Mayor Finley stated Village 

Administrator Thompson is looking into this and will reply to Mr. Williams. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he cancelled the classes he had scheduled with the Ohio Municipal 

League later this week, due to the death of his mother.   

 

Mayor Finley updated Council on the Ashland Station property.  Mayor Finley stated he 

has been in contact with them and stressed his disappointment in their not getting 

everything completed in the time frame they stated they would.  Mayor Finley stated their 

plans are now to refurbish both buildings; and, resurface the gravel parking lot to sell.  

Mayor Finley stated his patients were running thin and if they do not get things going by 

the end of the month he will advise Chief Copeland to cite them into Court.    

 

 

Ordinance 13-04 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Ordinance 13-04, AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH WATER 

AND SEWER RATES. 

 

Mayor Finley stated the committee has met several times and this has been very painful for 

Council; however, we have to do this in order for the Village to operate. 

 

Councilman Robison reported the Public Utilities Committee Meeting met and went over 

this Ordinance extensively.  Councilman Robison concurred with Mayor Finley and stated 

it has been pretty disheartening for Council to look at this.  Councilman Robison stated no 

one likes to have increases; but, seeing as some things were not done correctly before, this 

is a must in order to keep our infrastructure intact and be able to keep water going to the 

citizens of McConnelsville.  All Council and employees have to pay for their water and 

sewer like everyone else does.  Councilman Robison stated this is necessary to keep our 

water and sewer lines intact; and, keep our equipment.   

 

Councilman Robison wanted to note that when these rates go into effect, there will be no 

additional increases in until January 2015 except for those using 500 gallons or less.   

 

Councilman Bragg stated we don’t like to raise these rates; however, ten years ago the 

Village voted to go this way with their water. 

 

Councilman Robison stated due to this we were put in a situation to have to buy water from 

Malta. 
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Village Administrator Thompson stated if our cost sharing with the Village of Malta goes 

up significantly; we will have to go back and re-evaluate our costs. 

 

Councilman Robison stated we pay a percentage of water, Malta’s capital debt; and, 

anything to do with Malta’s Water Plant.  If we use eighty percent (80%) of the water we 

pay eighty percent (80%) of all their expenses.   

 

Mayor Finley stated John Rauch, the Field Agent Coordinator for RCAP, out of Little 

Hocking Ohio is an expert when it comes to matters such as this; and, that is why we 

consulted with him to come up with what the proper rate should be.   

 

Councilman Dille stated he would like to see the man and equipment hours change to 

$35.00 for man hours and $55.00 for equipment hours under Section 8 of the Ordinance.    

 

Councilman Robison stated he wanted to note the late penalty is dropping from fifteen 

percent (15%) to ten percent (10%). 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to pass Ordinance 13-04 on the first reading, seconded 

by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 13-04 was passed on the first reading. 

 

Mayor Finley stated if this Ordinance passes all three readings it will go in effect August 2, 

2013; and, the first billing with the new rates will be in September.   

 

Comments were made that two of our water towers need painting; two vehicles are in need 

of replacement; and, we have more sewer separation to do that has been mandated by the 

EPA.     

 

Councilman Robison noted the waterline going up Kennebec Avenue is over 100 years old.     

 

Mayor Finley reported himself, Fiscal Officer Hemry, Village Administrator Thompson; 

and, Chief Copeland met with the Village of Caldwell Mayor and Police Chief last Friday. 

 

Mayor Finley stated they had requested to come over to talk with us and see how we do 

things here.  Mayor Finley stated he feels networking with other communities is a great 

asset to both sides.  Fiscal Officer Hemry has been helping their Fiscal Officer for over the 

past year.   

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson passed out a copy of the Consumer Confidence Report to 

Council, along with a letter he has prepared to hand out to the residents explaining the rate 

increase and what the Village’s needs are.   Village Administrator Thompson requested 

Council to let him know of any changes or corrections prior to his passing them out.   

 

All of Council stated it was very good information and needs to get out to everyone.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated the CCR Report has to be out by the end of the 

month and he would like to try and get it completed and out by the end of next week. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the pool is up and running.  He expressed his 

appreciation of the Pool Committee over the years past and what they done for us.  Village 
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Administrator Thompson thanked Councilman Matheney for all of his help and guidance.  

Village Administrator Thompson stated our employees are intelligent; and, are picking up 

on it very quickly.  They have had some problems with the automatic chlorine feed; 

however, it has been fixed as of yesterday. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the EPA will be here next Tuesday, June 11, 

2013 for the annual routine inspection on the water system.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported we were unable to use the twenty-four (24) inch 

pipe in Kirkbride’s yard to relieve that situation.  With the manhole structure as it is, we 

would have had to cut into the structural part; therefore, we are going with a smaller sized 

pipe.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he has met with Mr. Jones regarding his 

driveway; but, he hasn’t been able to meet with Mr. Kirkbride.     

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported we had the Pre-bid Meeting on the UV and 

screens for the Sewer Plant.  We currently haven’t had any contractor’s pick up any bid 

packets as of yet; however, we have sold four or five sets to Sales Companies.  The Bid 

opening will be June 17
th

 at the Morgan County Commissioner’s Office.  Village 

Administrator Thompson stated the worst case scenario will be that we do the work 

ourselves.    

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the park was mowed last week as requested.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported we had an eight inch water main break by the old 

Foster property at the new bridge.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he will be attending a Public Works Seminar for 

Issue I tomorrow in Marietta.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported there was a County Sub-Committee Meeting.  

Malta Mayor, Greg Hill; County Engineer Steve Hook; and, County Commissioner Tim 

Van Horn were appointed to this committee.  This committee grades our county projects 

before they go to District.  

 

Councilwoman Gessel brought a couple of concerns to Village Administrator Thompson 

from residents.  The storm sewers on Kennebec are really full and need cleaned; and, 

another citizen would like to see the fenced in area around the Village’s 14
th

 Street Garage 

be cleaned up.   

 

Mayor Finley requested Council to put some peer pressure on Councilman Matheney.  

Mayor Finley stated he would like to see Councilman Matheney run for re-election.  Mayor 

Finley stated he knows there are others out there that can do a good job as well; however, 

he hates to lose Councilman Matheney’s experience.   

 

Councilman Bragg concurred.  Councilman Bragg stated he feels this is the best working 

Council we have had in the eight years he has been on. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he believes we have a great working relationship throughout the 

Village; employees and council are a great team.   

 

Councilman Robison complimented Village Administrator Thompson and all the 

employees.  They have stepped up a lot in the past few weeks with everything we have 

going on.   

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated before we had to deal with many employee problems; 

when, they should have been dealing with other Village matters.   
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Mayor Finley stated if any of Council had any questions on the figures the Village 

Administrator gave them that he will be passing out to residents to please get with him as 

they may be asked questions on it also.   

 

 

Recreation & Buildings Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported the Park Board met on May 28, 2013.  They are going to have 

bleachers and nets installed with Little League Baseball monies; and, they are preparing for 

a Fall Fund Raiser.  The next Park Board Meeting is scheduled for June 25, 2013 at 7:00 

P.M. at the Park.     

 

Councilman Robison questioned what the chain of command was with regards to the Park.  

He stated he knows both Villages’ own the property and there is a Park Board Committee; 

and, different youth leagues within the Park.  Since the Village owns the buildings he feels 

they should have had some say regarding signs being hung on them.  This could possibly 

void any warranties we have with the buildings.  Councilman Robison questioned if things 

of this nature shouldn’t be approved by both Council’s before it is done.   

 

Mayor Finley requested Councilman Dille to take this question to the next Park Board 

Meeting.   

 

Councilman Robison suggested a board be put up over there like the Rotary has when 

coming into town.  He is glad everything is working out at the Park; however, we need to 

have everything last and doesn’t want to see any warranties get voided. 

 

Councilman Dille stated the Village’s don’t want to run the Park; we want the Park Board 

to give the permission and make decisions. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated it wasn’t just the Park Board giving permission for 

things to happen at the park; however, giving permission on things that could damage the 

building.  They gave permission on something the Village will have to maintain. 

 

Councilman Dille stated he will get with them and discuss this matter.     

 

Mayor Finley stated he will have Village Administrator Thompson talk with Malta’s 

Village Administrator also. 

 

Councilman Bragg stated the Park Board should approve the way the grounds are being 

used; but, nothing with the buildings.  Councilman Bragg stated he also felt the park Board 

should receive a percentage of the donations the leagues are receiving to help maintain the 

park.   

 

Councilman Robison stated he isn’t saying that Council should run the park; but, there are 

certain areas the Village’s need to be involved in.  He has had a lot of good comments on 

the park and it is a good thing. 

 

 

Streets & Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Matheney requested to be contacted when we begin hot patching as he has 

areas people have contacted him about that need addressed. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she has been contacted about an area up by Kay Graham’s 

home.  Village Administrator Thompson stated he will try to get it put on the paving list.  

Councilman Matheney stated he will look at it in the morning.   
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Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported she has a request from a county resident that would like 

June 15
th

 to be declared Sara Hurst Day.  Mayor Finley stated he would get a proclamation 

written up. 

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg reported he has received a couple complaints about bicycles on 

sidewalks.  Councilman Matheney stated the skateboarders are back too. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he took this problem to Chief Copeland last week.  Mayor Finley 

stated he talked to one of the skateboarders last week, he informed the Mayor they would 

like a half-round put in at the park; and, then they wouldn’t be on the streets.  What we 

currently have over there is not what they use.  Mayor Finley stated he asked this gentleman 

to get him information on it with cost estimates. The Mayor currently has not heard back 

from him.    

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated she had received some complaints about the workers 

working on the Columbia Gas lines.  Councilwoman Blackburn stated she has talked with 

Tracy Smith from Columbia Gas and he has taken care of it.   

 

Mayor Finley stated the Village Administrator has been working with them and they have a 

good working relationship. 

 

Councilman Robison stated he has received good comments about the workers. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he has had concerns over some trees that have had to be removed; 

however, Columbia Gas will put back anything they remove or damage.  

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated she believes the Extravaganza brought money back into 

the community this year; as there were a lot of local winners. 

 

Councilman Robison on behalf of Village Council extended his condolences on the loss of 

Mayor Finley’s mother, Yvonne Finley. 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Dille made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Matheney. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till June 18, 2013 at 6:00 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


