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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 8:51 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Absent 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry 

 

VISITORS:  Leona Jewell 

 

Mayor Finley stated Councilman Dille would be running a little late for the meeting. 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of February 21, 2012 

 

Councilwoman Gessel made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary 

Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilwoman 

Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary 

Gessel, Aye. 

 

Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation 

 

Council signed off on the February Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation. 

 

 

 



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
VILLAGE OF MCCONNELSVILLE COUNCIL 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

Held:  March 6, 2012                                                  Page 2 of 8 
 

 

Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley stated he gave a copy of the application for the Antidegradation Project from 

EPA for Gould Electronic’s Inc for Council’s review. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he received the paperwork from the Natural Gas Aggregation 

program.  Council had no objections to the proposal; therefore, the Mayor will sign and 

send back.  This is a two year agreement, beginning in June of 2012. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he gave a copy of AEP’s restoration process to each Council member 

for informational purposes. 

 

Mayor Finley reported we received bids from OP Acquatics and Dowling Pool for the filter, 

pumps, sand, and gravel.  The bid from Dowling Pool was not opened during the bid 

opening as it was not marked “bid” and was addressed to Councilman Matheney.  It was 

opened later that day when Councilman Matheney came into the office to check his mail.  

Mayor Finley stated due to the fact it was received on time and properly; he accepted that 

bid also.  OP Acquatics bid came in at $39,127, and it included installation; Dowling Pool’s 

bid was $31,492 and did not include installation. 

 

Councilman Matheney reported he had talked with General Foreman Bragg and he felt the 

crew could do the work if we purchased a plasma cutter.  Councilman Matheney discussed 

this with Mayor Finley and it was agreed upon to purchase the plasma cutter; thus, saving 

the Village a considerable expense. 

 

Council discussed the issue and decided the Village Crew could do the installation; 

therefore, OP Acquatics bid was approved minus installation, making the total dollar 

amount approved for purchase of the filter, pump, sand, and gravel $24,127.  

 

Councilman Dille entered the meeting at 6:45 P.M. 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to proceed with OP Acquatics in the amount of 

$24,127, seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Mayor Finley reported Mondo has completed the demolition of the Reservoir and are doing 

a great job of cleaning it up.  The High Tank is down to the hand rails as of last Friday.  

They had some equipment issues; thus holding them up.  Mayor Finley stated he felt they 

have done a wonderful job.   

 

Mayor Finley reported the electric is out of the First Street building; there are several things 

we can salvage out of it.  Mayor Finley reported the Asbestos Inspector was in Monday and 

he will pass on the findings; if any, to Council.  Mayor Finley stated he has contacted 

several to quote the demolition of the building and once he receives those bids, he will 

bring them to Council. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he gave the Girl Scouts approval to place bows on the parking 

meters.  

 

Mayor Finley reported the Fire Department has purchased an all gasoline ambulance and he 

has given them permission to use the Village’s gasoline tank to fuel up.  Each month the 

Fiscal Officer will send them a report and copy of the bill so they can issue a check to 

Greueys for their portion.  This way it does not affect the Village’s budget.   
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Mayor Finley reported he has made great progress with Ashland Oil.  They have agreed 

they need to address their property and get it cleaned up.  They are going to tear down the 

Bulk Station; however, they will either repair and rent out the gas station; or, tear it down 

also.  They are willing to rent it out for a business; but, not a gas station. 

 

Mayor Finley reported we have advertised for the vacant Village Administrator’s position; 

the deadline to receive applications is March 20, 2012.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he received a water chart for February from Damon Drake and 

passed it around for Council to view.  Mayor Finley stated we were high in February 2011 

as that is when we filled the new reservoir.  Mayor Finley stated you can see the sewer 

spikes in March, April, May, October, November, and December.  This is due to flooding; 

therefore, you can see we definitely have a river infiltration problem at the Sewer Plant. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he received a report from Missy Scott on the water/sewer usage and 

consumption.  (See attached report) 

 

Mayor Finley reported February Parking Meter receipts as follows:  Fines - $392.50; 

Meters - $1,475.76 for a total of $1,868.26.  Mayor Finley reported February Mayor’s 

Court receipts as follows:  Village - $4,437.84; Treasurer of State – $1,115.00 for a total of 

$5,552.84.  Mayor Finley reported February Income Tax receipts as $37,840.45.   

 

Mayor Finley stated as reported before, we are having a problem with the Hawk Site Sewer 

Station and the sand.  We need to remove the old and haul it away.  Damon Drake is 

working on getting quotes for the special sand that needs purchased to replace it.  Mayor 

Finley stated we have no choice; we have to get this issue taken care of. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated with the cost that is expected, we will need to transfer money 

to pay for this expense. 

 

Mayor Finley reported when we went to install the flygts at the Sewer Plant, we found the 

wrong ones were purchased; therefore, we have to purchase two more.  It was asked what 

we were going to do with the first two and Mayor Finley stated we will save them as they 

will fit the other side.   

 

Mayor Finley reported we had a sewage problem at a residence on First Street.  When we 

were putting in the new rivercrossing, they got into an old septic system that we assumed 

was abandoned.  However, since then we have found that it was active; therefore we are 

purchasing pipe to connect them to the sewer main.  

 

Mayor Finley stated we are continuing to have meter problems that were installed by TAM 

Construction.  Mayor Finley has put a call in to them and they have not returned it yet. 

 

Mayor Finley stated we have the quote from Claude Maxwell for garage doors at the 

Fourteenth Street building for a total of around $5,400.  Mayor Finley questioned if Council 

wanted to proceed with this project or hold off.   

 

Councilman Bragg questioned if it needed done right away since there are other unexpected 

things coming up we have to purchase. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn questioned if we could hold off until fall and see where things 

stand at that time. 

 

All of Council was in agreeance; therefore, they will hold off on pursuing the project of the 

garage doors. 
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Mayor Finley stated as discussed last year, we need to redo our Local Government radios.  

Last December we were quoted $4,295; this is something we have to do to conform to the 

new frequency laws.   

 

Councilman Gessel made a Motion to purchase the necessary equipment, seconded by 

Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he would take care of getting this ordered. 

 

Mayor Finley reported Mondo presented us with two options to take care of the drainage 

situation at Fern Drive.  The first option is to use a 12” doublewall pipe for a cost of 

$5,688.20; and, the second option is to use a 10” doublewall pipe $5,399.40.  Mondo feels 

the 12” will be better and with the price difference being so small, Mayor Finley felt it was 

the better choice.   

 

Mayor Finley stated this is where the water from the Reservoir was caught and piped 

through into the gully and over the hill.  Now all this water will run down Fern Drive and 

possibly into the homes; and, with this new storm water drainage we will hopefully avoid 

any problems. 

 

Councilman Bragg questioned if we could do this work ourselves.  Mayor Finley stated he 

took General Foreman Bragg up to look at it and he did not mention that he felt the crew 

could do it.  Mayor Finley stated he would take equipment we do not have and a lot of 

excavation work. 

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to proceed with installing this new drainage system 

with the 12” doublewall pipe, seconded by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Abstain; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The Motion carried. 

 

 

Ordinance 12-07 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Ordinance 12-07, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 

PARKING REGULATIONS. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to pass Ordinance 12-07 on the first reading, seconded 

by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 12-07 was passed on the first reading. 

 

 

Ordinance 12-08 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Ordinance 12-08, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 

10-36 AND DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 
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Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to adopt Ordinance 12-06 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Nay; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 12-08 was duly adopted. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he has hired Johnnie Mudd as the Part-Time Office Employee.  She 

will start on March 12, 2012.  She is coming with very high recommendations. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he has been asked for a hot dog stand to be put on Main Street in front 

of Ginny’s Flower Shop for the Relay for Life.  He has given them permission to do so. 

 

 

Recreation and Buildings Committee 

 

Councilman Matheney reported the new filters and pumps will be ordered in the morning; 

they have guaranteed delivery of them to be here in 5 weeks. 

 

Councilman Matheney reported he met with Cliff Littlefield from Littlefield Construction 

on Sunday regarding the new roof for the pool.  They are going to go with a shingled roof; 

take off all eave spouting, fix the fascia and re-hang eave spout; paint doors and caps; fix 

vents; and, painting the valleys.  He will also fix the trim in the bathrooms for a total of 

$14,600.  He is also working up a price for vents in the bathroom and lights.   

 

Councilman Matheney reported the floors will be done in April when they are here to do 

MIBA’s flooring. 

 

Councilman Matheney stated we need to get the painting done; the quotes received 

previously were with prevailing wage; however, since the grant did not approve the 

painting, we will not need that.  Mayor Finley requested he get the quote revised so we will 

know the correct price before starting.   

 

Councilman Matheney reported he will be putting an ad in the Herald for Manager and 

Lifeguards.  Councilman Matheney stated he is working on rewriting the current Pool 

Ordinance; and, he feels we should charge different amounts for in-town resident’s verses 

those out-of-town.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated the Village residents pay taxes that maintain the pool so they 

should pay a lower rate. 

 

Mayor Finley requested the Committee to schedule a meeting; write up the ordinance the 

way they feel it should be and bring it to Council for approval.   

 

It was discussed that last year the swimming lessons were held in the morning and we had 

very few; they need to be in the evenings again.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he has requested a meeting with the Park Board as he wants to know 

more about it.  He stated any Council Member was welcome to attend if they so wished. 
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Streets & Alleys Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported he received a map of all the street lights in town from 

American Electric Power.  We are currently paying approximately $5.64 per light.   

 

Councilman Robison stated Canton has switched out their street lights to LED and has 

lowered their bills considerably.  Councilman Robison has heard of some type of funding 

and he will pursue it to see if there is grant money out there for this.   

 

Councilman Robison stated the committee has no problem with a light being placed on 

Kendlewood; however, the cost to install needs to be researched.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she had received a call from Greg Clifton and she referred 

him to the Streets and Alley Committee.  Councilman Robison stated yes, he had contacted 

him; however, he felt it was more for the Public Utilities Committee.  They are going to 

research it further and get back with him. 

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn reported Deana Clark with the Visitors Bureau informed her of 

Promotional Grants they are going to be doing this year for events going on in the county.  

The paperwork needs to be submitted by March 31
st
.  Councilwoman Blackburn thought we 

may want to do it for the pool. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated they are trying to regain their losses from Burr Oak going 

down by doing other promotions also.  Councilwoman Blackburn stated for each dollar 

spent on promotions, $14.00 comes back to the County. 

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilwoman Bragg stated Mr. Phil Lawrence from Morgan Meigsville Water District 

came to see him and questioned what they were getting for their $1,500 tap fee.  He wants 

an itemized billing showing what their tap fee was for.   

 

Councilman Matheney stated the $1,500 fee is for the right to tap onto our line.  All of 

Council agreed.  Councilman Bragg will write something up and get it to them. 

 

Councilman Bragg reported on the new billing from Malta for the month of January; there 

are several questions.  We had Damon Drake look over the billing due to the absence of a 

Village Administrator and he brought up a few points that need looked into.    

 

Councilman Bragg also feels we should get the 10% credit from the wrong billings due to 

the meter needing calibrated.  He will get the bills and research this.   

 

 

Finance Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported she had not received any information from Lisa Grasso in 

regards to credit card billing and a pricing structure.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported she has been working on Ordinance 10-36; however, her 

computer has been down and she just purchased a new one.  She stated she will hopefully 

have it ready at the next meeting. 
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Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported a purchase order had been cut to get the SCBA tanks filled; 

however, he was unsure of where we are at with it.  It was noted that General Foreman 

Bragg will get them together and take them to be tested.  Councilman Dille stated he would 

like to get this taken care of as soon as possible and start the training.   

 

Mayor Finley reported the new cruiser is near completion; just waiting on a part to finish it 

up. 

 

 

Technology and Website Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported he is working on getting quotes for security software for the 

Village to take care of our anti-virus.   

 

Councilman Dille reported he sent a letter to DataSmith ending our contract with them. 

 

Councilman Dille will hold a training session for those who need assistance with their new 

e-mails on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 6:00 P.M. 

 

Councilman Robison stated once everything is set on the pool; he will add a page for it with 

pictures, pricing, etc.  Once he has that page on and complete, he will be ready to transfer it 

to a computer here at the Village Office.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he sent the committee copies of contracts the Village is paying for 

maintenance with CMI.  He is unsure of the need of these expenses.  Councilman Dille 

stated not to pay for the hardware support as he feels it is unnecessary.  Councilman Dille is 

requesting copies of the last 3 years billings for their software support.   

 

Councilman Robison reported he has talked with the EMA Director and they are going to 

give the machine to make badges to the Fire Department.  Once received, he will make 

badges up for the Village employees. 

 

 

Other Business 

 

Discussion was made on the need for an interim Village Administrator due to the amount of 

projects, etc. the Village is having. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to hire John Thompson on a temporary basis 

with no more than 30 hours a week at $23 per hour with no benefits; seconded by 

Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Finley will contact him to see if he is still interested in taking this position with the 

Village.   

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Robison. 
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Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till March 20, 2012 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


