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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:00 P.M. to 7:17 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Council Chambers.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting 

to order with the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Darrell Newton   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Diane Offenberger   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Troy Copeland, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, Solicitor David Tarbert, and Tim Bragg 

 

VISITORS: Jay Cordray, Shannon Wells, Keith Hedges, Zack Kojala, AJ Valuska, Larry 

Cordray, and Alex Emig 

 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of April 18, 2017 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Diane Offenberger, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilwoman 

Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Diane Offenberger, Aye. 

 

 

Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation 

 

Council signed off on the April Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation. 
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Public Participation 

 

Mrs. Shannon Wells of the Development Office addressed Council regarding the 

Neighborhood Revitalization Grant.  Mrs. Wells stated she has spoke with the Village 

Administrator about projects we will be doing over the next two years and with the 

discussion about roundabouts, the County feels this would be a good opportunity to help the 

Village finance their portion.  Mrs. Wells stated the roundabout will take up the largest 

portion of that Grant; however, we will also be able to do the waterline on Kennebec and 

replace the railing at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  Mrs. Wells stated in the past when the 

village was surveyed; water, sewer and street improvements were the three activities the 

community felt was most important. 

 

Mrs. Wells stated the Grant aplication is due July 16
th

, and she was asking for Council’s 

approval to go ahead with the Grant. 

 

Mrs. Wells stated the County strongly supports the roundabout project and they are working 

every avenue to help fund it.  Mrs. Wells stated the majority of the roundabout project will 

be completed in 2018 with just some final things being done in 2019. 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to approve the Development Office to work with the 

Village Administrator and go forward with the Downtown Revitalization Grant; seconded 

by Councilwoman Offenberger. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Diane Offenberger, Aye. 

 

The motion carried. 

 

Mr. Zack Kojala with TransCanada (working for Columbia Gas) addressed Council 

regarding their need of a water source for their project that is coming through.  They 

requested to use the dry hydrants by the Boat Dock beside Kroger from the Fire Department 

and they have agreed to allow them to use the water there. 

 

Mr. Kojala stated when speaking with the Village Administrator he requested more 

information on the routes they would be using to come into McConnelsville to get the 

water.  Mr. Kojala passed out a drawing for Council to view showing their proposed route.  

Mr. Kojala stated they would need the water around mid June and it would take two days 

time to get it. 

 

Mayor Finley stated our main concern would be if they were to damage the roads or Wharf 

Park, would they repair them back to their original condition? 

 

Mr. Keith Hedges with TransCanada stated yes, they are looking at being bonded for any 

possible damages. 

 

Councilman Bragg stated he did not feel there would be any concerns from the Village if 

they were to be bonded. 

 

Mr. Hedges questioned what amount would the Bond need to be. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson did not have a figure immediately, he will look into and 

get back with them. 

 

Councilman Bragg questioned if there would be a line of trucks coming in and out. 

 

Mr. Kohala stated there may be two trucks at a time.   
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Mr. Hedges stated it would be approximately ten loads total for the two days.   

 

Council had no objections and approved this to take place as long as they became bonded. 

 

 

Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley reported April Income Tax receipts as $69,950.85.  Mayor Finley reported 

April Mayor’s Court receipts as follows:  Village - $4,705.54; Morgan County Treasurer - 

$30.00; Treasurer of State – $872.92 for a total of $5,608.46.  Mayor Finley reported April 

Parking Meter receipts as follows:  Fines - $470.51; Meters - $1,858.08 for a total of 

$2,328.59. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he and the Village Administrator met with a gentleman from ODOT 

regarding the high rate of traffic accidents up by McDonald’s and Little Dog Deli. 

 

Mayor Finley had a picture he passed around for Council to view.  Their concerns are the 

open area by the Little Dog Deli parking area.  ODOT is proposing to block it all off at their 

expense; and Council would need to approve of their doing this since it is within the Village 

Corporation Limit.  Mayor Finley noted in the drawing you can see that Little Dog Deli’s 

fuel pumps and roof are on the State Right of Way.  The State does not propose doing 

anything about that. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he met with the owner of Little Dog Deli, Darl Hann; and, Mr. Hann 

would rather not have the state come in and do this as he feels it would hurt his business.  

Mr. Hann has agreed to quarter off where his pumps are to stop people from parking along 

the state highway.  Mayor Finley stated the State will not pay for this; and Mr. Hann stated 

he would.  Mr. Hann already has the products ordered and stated he would pay the Village 

to install them.  Mayor Finley stated this would be like what was done at Par Mar in Malta.    

 

Mayor Finley stated he also believes the speed of the vehicles coming through there might 

be another factor of these accidents.  Mayor Finley stated recently there was a very serious 

accident in front of Subway.  Mayor Finley stated he asked the State to consider reducing 

the speed to 45 MPH and they won’t consider that; only if it would be in the Village Limits.  

Mayor Finley stated he has talked with the Village Administrator to see if we could get the 

speed reduced down from 35 MPH once within the Village Limits.  Mayor Finley turned 

this matter over to the Streets and Alley Committee for review and requested they bring 

their recommendation back to Council.  Mayor Finley stated he saw a radar sign where it 

points out their speed and what the speed limit is; it has been proven to help slow down 

traffic.  Mayor Finley stated he did not know the cost of a sign like that; but feels it is 

something to consider as well.   

 

Councilman Newton stated years ago when John K Finley was Mayor, he tried to get that 

strip down to 25 MPH and was unable to do so.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he received a letter from the Kiwanis requesting to shut down the 

Square from noon until 8:00 P.M. on June 10
th

 for the Walter Dalzell Cruise In.  Mayor 

Finley stated they included a copy of their liability insurance with the letter.   

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to approve the closing of the Square seconded by 

Councilwoman Offenberger. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Diane Offenberger, Aye. 

 

The motion carried. 
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Mayor Finley reported the County Commissioners passed a Transportation Improvement 

District Resolution and are setting up a Board.  This program would receive $250,000 in 

grant monies that they could use for the roundabout.  They would continue with this and 

apply for other transportation projects also.   

 

Solicitor Tarbert stated the TID Organization in Muskingum County is a very active board 

that meets monthly; if used correctly, this organization has a lot of power.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated they will form the officers of the Organization at 

the next meeting so they can start applying for the monies.   

 

It was questioned who would sit on this board. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated he believes it will be the County Engineer Steve 

Hook; Steve Hanson representing the townships; Mike Reed representing the 

Commissioners; Mayor Finley from McConnelsville (with the Village Administrator being 

his alternate); and, Mayor Hill from Malta.  Village Administrator Thompson stated they 

could appoint additional people on the committee; however, there are just a few voting 

members.  Village Administrator Thompson stated there are a couple Congressmen or 

Senators who will set on the board as non-voting members.   

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he received the bids for the water tower.  They 

are as follows:  Classic Protective coatings, Inc. $486,950.00; Clearcreek Coatings, Inc. 

$309,174.00; and, D & M Painting Corporation $253,340.00. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated the lowest bid came in under the Engineers 

estimate of $264,000.  Village Administrator Thompson stated Burgess and Niple are 

recommending going with D & M; they are the same company that done the Stand Pipe 

Tank and they done a fine job with no issues that he was aware of. 

 

Councilman Bragg questioned if it would take care of the leak we are having. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated this will cover any normal wear; however, if there 

is anything major, it would be at an additional cost.   

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to accept D & M Painting Corporation’s bid, seconded 

by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Diane Offenberger, Aye. 

 

The motion carried. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the crew has the pool pumped out and are getting 

ready to paint it.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated he needs to meet with the Streets and Alley 

Committee. 

 

Mayor Finley questioned if we could address the shower walls this year, where it is 

continuing to peel.   
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Village Administrator Thompson stated he feels we should just let it goes until it is back to 

just block.  Village Administrator Thompson stated we have been fighting it for years; the 

paint is costly and only lasts about a year and then peels off.  

 

Mayor Finley questioned if it could be sand blasted off.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated if that is what Council wished to do; however, that 

would be extremely costly also.  Village Administrator Thompson stated the crew can go in 

and scrape the worst of it off and hose it down.  It was noted it is non-toxic paint.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the new filter for the baby pool is ordered.   

 

Councilman Newton asked if the Village Administrator had discussed the creek bank with 

the Engineer.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated yes, and the estimate is between $260,000 and 

$270,000.   

 

 

Police Department Report 

 

Mayor Finley stated he e-mailed out information to everyone on the in car cameras. 

 

Councilman Robison stated he thought we already had them in the cruisers. 

 

Chief Copeland stated they were just $120 cameras and did not last very long; only one of 

the four is still in working order.   

 

Mayor Finley stated the Chief is looking into finding a grant that might be out there for this.  

Mayor Finley stated these are a very nice product; however, they are very expensive.   

 

Councilman Newton questioned Chief Copeland on how the new patrolman was working 

out. 

 

Chief Copeland stated he is doing a good job; he is in training this week and will begin the 

K9 training on June 12
th

.   

 

 

Recreation & Buildings Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported he has scheduled a meeting for Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 5:00 

P.M. in Council Chambers. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn reported Pool Manager Teresa Brannon already has a couple of 

pool parties booked for this summer.  Councilwoman Blackburn stated she also requested it 

to be noted that the prices last year; where Council felt was a little underpriced, was due to 

the fact that the Extravaganza had a lot of pop left over and donated it to the Pool last year 

for no charge.   

 

 

Streets & Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Robison stated the information Chief Copeland gave him shows no problem 

with the No Turn on Red sign being removed from the “new” bridge. 

 

Councilman Robison stated the Ordinance for the golf carts has been approved by the 

Solicitor and the Chief of Police, so he will be taking it before the committee. 
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Councilman Robison reported he had been approached regarding how many residents had 

to live on a road regardless of it being a dead end before it would be maintained by the 

Village.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated it did not work that way; that it had to be a 

dedicated street when it is platted out.  Village Administrator Thompson stated Council 

could vote on it and take the road over if they so wished. 

 

Councilman Robison stated he is talking about Sixteenth Street. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated that was a private drive that went back through 

there; and, it would have to be platted out and meet the Village’s requirements before we 

could take it over. 

 

Councilman Robison stated he has also had a request to make Plum Street One-Way.  

Councilman Robison stated he thought this had been discussed before. 

 

Mayor Finley stated yes it was put before the committee one other time and the committee 

did not recommend it be done. 

 

Councilman Robison scheduled a committee meeting to be held on Tuesday, May 9
th

 at 

5:30 P.M. in Council Chambers to discuss the various items that have been brought before 

Council. 

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilwoman Offenberger stated there are order forms on the website for the flower 

project that people can fill out and drop off with their checks to the Mayor’s Office.  

Councilwoman Offenberger stated there was a typo on the form, it states $90.00; however, 

the cost is only $85.00.  She has a total of seven who have committed to purchasing a 

flower pot; and, we have already collected one in the office.  Councilwoman Offenberger 

stated she would like to have at least twelve or preferably twenty-four by the end of May. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he would commit to purchasing three of them.   

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported he has been contacted by some of the residents on Poplar in 

regards to when they turn off of Poplar onto the State Route that some of the traffic appears 

to be coming too quickly from the Highland Oaks area.  Councilman Dille stated they are 

asking for more police presence up there.   

 

Mayor Finley stated Chief Copeland is up there frequently during the day. 

 

Councilwoman Offenberger stated she sees Patrolman Hill up there in the evening time. 

 

Councilman Dille stated he sees the police up there quite a bit and he appreciates it.   

 

Chief Copeland noted we need another 25 MPH Speed Limit Sign where the old grade 

school used to stand. 

 

Councilwoman Offenberger stated maybe we should put one up by the Nursing Home and 

Poplar also to slow them down.   

 

Councilman Robison questioned what was found out about the fence around the property at 

Ninth and Union. 
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Mayor Finley stated nothing yet; he put a call into him this evening and Mr. Lawrence had 

been trying to contact him back during the meeting, so the Mayor had been unable to take 

his call.   

 

 

Other Business 

 

Mayor Finley reported it was a successful Prom Night.  The Police Department was out in 

full force; it was a very busy night.  Mayor Finley stated he wanted to commend them for 

all their hard work. 

 

Mayor Finley stated Chief Copeland has been working seven days a week without a break.  

Mayor Finley stated they have interviews set up for later this week; and another one for late 

in May. 

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Diane Offenberger, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till May 16, 2017 at 6:00 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Council Chambers. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


