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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 7:34 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John Wells called the meeting to order with the 

following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Steve Inman   Present 

Councilman Kevin Morrow   Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village Administrator Scott Brown 

 

VISITORS:  Carol Morris, Fred Morris 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John Wells. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John Wells.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of November 2, 2010 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Morrow made a Motion to amend the bills to add Rodney Stegner’s bill for the 

sidewalk reimbursement program in the amount of $249.00, seconded by Councilwoman 

Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to amend the bills to add Malta Village with the 

condition the portion of payment to Damon Drake was his vacation pay, seconded by 

Councilman Matheney. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 
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Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilman 

Inman. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Mayor John Wells 

 

Mayor Wells reported the Village Administrator had given copies of a water and sewer 

report to each council member.  Mayor Wells stated they are attempting to give them basic 

information; how much water we are using; how many leaks we have had and what they are 

costing, etc.  Mayor Wells stated they will be adding more information such as how many 

hours the pumps are pumping, how much they are producing and maintenance type 

information. 

 

Mayor Wells stated their goal is to give enough information to council so they can establish 

priorities and see how things are operating on a day to day basis.  Mayor Wells stated you 

can see by this report we are around 6 percent of water loss which is an excellent number; 

the norm is a 20-25 percent loss. 

 

Mayor Wells stated if they had any questions or wanted additional information to get with 

VA Brown as they want this report to be something they can understand. 

   

 

Long Term Control Plan 

 

Mayor Wells reported he, VA Brown, and Engineer Lee Conkel went to Logan and met 

with EPA about the Long Term Control Plan.  Mayor Wells stated he believes they had an 

excellent meeting. 

 

Mayor Wells stated a few years ago, the OEPA mandated the Village to make a plan of how 

they were going to separate the sanitary sewer from the storm sewer and control the 

combined sewer overflows.  Mayor Wells stated this happened prior to him becoming 

Mayor; however, he negotiated the time frame it was going to happen after he was elected. 

 

Mayor Wells stated the goal is to eliminate CSO’s (Combined Sewer Overflows).  This is 

untreated sewer getting out into the waterways.  Our goal is to have no CSO’s.  While at 

this meeting, we found the Village had been overreporting our CSO’s, and now that 

problem has been corrected.  A CSO is caused by water intruding our system.  There are 

two types; a wet weather overflow caused by rain, or a dry weather overflow which is when 

you don’t have rain, but river or ground water is getting into our system. 

 

The Village is separating these two lines by laying new storm sewers in town to eliminate 

the CSO’s.  Mayor Wells stated VA Brown and Engineer Conkel proposed separating out 

some of the lines to get rid of the majority of the water and then eliminate the outfalls and 

have a resevoir at the Waste Water Plant to catch any water going there.  By doing this we 

can achieve the same goal and not spend as much money. 

 

Mayor Wells stated they broached that idea with the two inspectors from OEPA that they 

met with; and, they enthusiastically endorsed the concept.  They liked our idea and have 

requested a letter from us explaining what we are wanting to design and they will take it to 

the higher-ups to try to get it approved. 
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Mayor Wells stated the next separation is roughly a 1.6 million dollar project.  VA Brown 

has requested the EPA to allow us to do all we can for 1.1 million so we won’t have to 

spend the additional $500,000 this round and use it for repairing the plant and getting rid of 

the outfalls.  Mayor Wells stated we would hopefully have an answer by the end of 

December.   

 

Councilman Bragg questioned if we had a long term plan on replacing water lines.  Mayor 

Wells stated yes and no.  He and the VA have been discussing it.  Mayor Wells stated he 

would like to have a work session with council to discuss these issues.  The VA has 

discussed with the crew on areas that need repaired; there some some that the village can do 

and other sections that will need a contractor. 

 

 

Fiscal Officer Ellen Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported October’s month and year to date expenditures, for the 

following departments:  Police Department month to date $14,863.90, year to date 

$180,525.85, or 68%; Mayor’s Court month to date $636.45, year to date $6,858.01, or 

55%; Parking Facilities month to date $660.78, year to date $8,808.78, or 67%; Street M & 

R month to date $5,301.85, year to date $68,299.31, or 70%; Water Fund month to date 

$10,900.79, year to date $130,798.58, or 75%; Sewer Treatment month to date $16,145.70, 

year to date $197,112.22, or 76%; Sewer Fund month to date $1,193.84, year to date 

$42,550.93 or 57% YTD budget. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported Octobers month and year to date revenue and percentage of 

the year to date budget as follows:  General Fund month to date $26,802.75, year to date 

$550,772.99, 95%; Street M & R Fund month to date $7,038.27, year to date $69,914.72, 

92%; Water Fund month to date $34,572.46, with $4,854.14 of that being from Morgan 

Meigs, year to date $328,679.32, 95%; Sewer Fund month to date $38,490.22, with 

$9,297.96 of that being from Malta for Sewer Operations and Maintenance, year to date 

$361,373.67, 96% YTD budget.  

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated October is at approximately 83% of the year; all of the 

expenditures are under this and the revenue is over. 

 

Mayor Wells stated within the sewer income; council needed to remember that $20,000 of 

that was transferred from the General Fund.  

 

Mayor Wells set the Work Session for Tuesday, January 11, 2010 at 6:30 PM to be held in 

council chambers.  Mayor Wells stated the whole purpose of this meeting is to set priorities 

for Capital Improvement Projects. 

 

Councilman Bragg requested Fiscal Officer Hemry to send out e-mail reminders of the 

meeting. 

 

 

Village Administrator Scott Brown 
 

Village Administrator Brown explained the water and sewer reports that were given to 

council.  VA Brown stated year to date on water the Village is in the black about 6% from 

what it costs to generate it and what we sell it for; year to date on sewer the Village is in the 

hole 15% from what it costs us to treat it and what we charge for it. 

 

Village Administrator Brown has the following reports: 

 

1)  The check valves for the Hawk Booster Pumps have been ordered and should 

be here in about two weeks.   
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2) He will be meeting with Buckeye Hills regarding a water line Grant for State 

Route 78 that runs from the Hawk Booster Station to the Hawk Water Tower. 

3) The meter project was completed on August 31, 2010; on September 27, 2010 

all of the  paperwork was signed and forwarded on for payment from OWDA 

and OPWC.  To date OWDA has paid and OPWC has not processed their 

payment yet. 

4) The Street Crew has prepared all of the equipment for snow removal.  We 

currently have 60 tons of salt on hand. 

5) Craig VanNess and Damon Drake worked at Malta today on the softeners; they 

will be going back to complete the other two softeners. 

6) The current water bill from Malta was received for the month of October.  

McConnelsville used 66 percent of the water pumped.  This has been the least 

amount used since the meters have been installed. 

 

Village Administrator Brown stated he has given Council copies of papers with tractors on 

them for sale.  The one showing the 2010 Kubota currently belongs to TW Spears; they are 

selling it for $36,000.  VA Brown stated if we purchased this, we could address paving 

some of the little sections of streets ourselves instead of paying a contractor to come in.  We 

would still have to hire them for large sections; but, the short runs we could do ourselves.  

VA Brown stated he would like council to look over and discuss the possibility of 

purchasing this.   

 

Councilman Matheney questioned how we would pay for it.  VA Brown stated we currently 

do not have the cash on hand; therefore, we would have to look for a small loan.   

 

Mayor Wells reported the repairs to the Opera House were completed on the front; but, they 

are still working on the back.  The chimney on the backside that faces the bank was in very 

bad shape.   

 

 

Ordinance 10-35 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Ordinance 10-35, AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE ADDITIONAL 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT YEAR. 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman Matheney. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to adopt Ordinance on emergency measure, seconded by 

Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 10-35 was duly adopted. 

 

 

Ordinance 10-36 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Ordinance 10-36, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 

EMPLOYMENT POSITIONS; EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION; AND EMPLOYEE 

BENEFITS. 

 



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
VILLAGE OF MCCONNELSVILLE COUNCIL 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

Held:  November 16, 2010                                                                        Page 5 of 6 
 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated the committee has had meetings on rewriting this ordinance 

and has a rough draft currently.  They would like input from Council as a whole.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she believes we need to curb the vacation and compensatory 

time accumulation.  Her personal opinion is that we should not pay out vacation time and if 

we continue to do so we will not be able to run our Village without raising the water and 

sewer rates more and/or increasing the tax rate. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she feels we should decrease the maximum amount of 

accumulation on compensatory time; lower it from 240 hours to 120 hours.  She stated she 

knows our guys work really hard and she appreciates that; but, we have an entire Village 

we have to take into consideration. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to table Ordinance 10-36, so council could it go over 

thoroughly, seconded by Councilman Inman. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated she feels we need to do something with the kids running 

the streets, tearing up businesses, and vandalizing houses.  Councilwoman Blackburn stated 

she contacted the Police Department and asked for them to call regarding vandalism done at 

Shrivers Pharmacy and she has never received a response back yet.  Mayor Wells stated he 

would leave a note for Captain Copeland to get with her. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated she is seeing vandalism on North Kennebec; statues 

busted from being thrown up against fire hydrants, etc.  She has had a lot of citizens asking 

her about it also.   

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg stated he needed to reschedule the Public Utility Meeting.  It has been 

rescheduled for December 7, 2010 at 6:00 P.M.  Councilman Bragg stated he would like all 

of council to attend this meeting to discuss the water and sewer ordinance. 

 

 

Public Safety Committee   
 

Councilman Inman stated he still needs to put a meeting together regarding the Opera 

House.  He will be contacting the Mayor and Village Administrator for their schedule. 

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 
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The meeting was adjourned till December 7, 2010 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville 

Village Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

John A. Wells                                                 Ellen M. Hemry 

Mayor                                                             Fiscal Officer  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

    

    


