
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
VILLAGE OF MCCONNELSVILLE COUNCIL 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

Held:  November 4, 2014                                                  Page 1 of 5 
 

 

The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:00 P.M. to 6:45 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Darrell Newton   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Troy Copeland, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, and Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS: Melinda Crews, Carol Morris, Fred Morris 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of October 21, 2014 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilwoman 

Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation 

 

Council signed off on the October Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation. 
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Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley reported Leslie Robbins contacted the office regarding the Christmas Parade.  

It is scheduled for November 28, 2014; it will start in Malta at 5:00 P.M. and cross the 

Veteran’s Bridge and end at the Commons in McConnelsville.   

 

Mayor Finley reported October Mayor’s Court receipts as follows:  Village - $5,575.10; 

Morgan County Treasurer - $62.50; Treasurer of State – $1,062.50 for a total of $6,700.10. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he has signed the deed to turn the Hess property back over to the 

Estate and returned it to Attorney John Wells. 

 

Mayor Finley reported October Income Tax receipts as $49,768.52. 

 

Mayor Finley reported October Parking Meter receipts as follows:  Fines - $202.00; Meters 

- $1,358.68 for a total of $1,560.68. 

 

Mayor Finley reported the Morgan County Health Department will be holding a District 

Advisory Council meeting to appoint a new member on November 8, 2014 at 6:00 P.M. in 

the Reicker Building.  Mayor Finley noted the same night the Township Association will be 

holding a Soup Supper; the cost is $5.00 for all you can eat.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he wanted to make Council aware the Auditing Fee has increased due 

some additional requests for information.  Fiscal Officer Hemry has appropriated enough 

monies to cover this expense.  Mayor Finley stated this has created extra work for the Fiscal 

Officer.  Mayor Finley stated he believes the Audit is now complete and we will be having 

an Exit Audit in the very near future. 

 

Mayor Finley reported we received the September Water Billing from Malta today.  Mayor 

Finley stated there are some charges he would like the Committee and the Village 

Administrator to review before approving it to be paid.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he met with the Village Administrator today in regards to setting up 

a meeting with the County and the Group that will be leasing the office space from us to let 

them know how we are going to do things with the shared space.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she received a complaint concerning the Parking Attendant 

charging people for not putting money in the parking meters while they were voting.  They 

suggested that the meters be free on Election Day.     

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the diving board is almost complete; and, the 

Gangway(s) for the boat docks are in. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported Liberty Street needs remarked and painted since 

it has been paved; he is not sure it will be able to be done this year.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he received the Village’s score back for the 

Sewer Separation Project; we scored pretty well.  There was only one project in the County 

that scored one point higher.  However, when we went to the County Subcommittee for 

their points; we were only ranked third, so he does not feel we will get funded through the 

regular round.  We will receive the results mid-December and if this is the case, we will 

have to refile through Small Governments.    

 

 



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
VILLAGE OF MCCONNELSVILLE COUNCIL 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

Held:  November 4, 2014                                                  Page 3 of 5 
 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he met with the County Development Office, 

RVC Architects; and, the Opera House Committee regarding the preliminary Opera House 

Project.  The funding is less than originally expected so they are trying to cut back on the 

project.  The Development Office is looking into other grants to make the match money. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated this $400,000 Grant they are trying to get is a reimbursable 

grant; therefore, the Village will have to pay the upfront money.  Currently there are no 

funds to do this; so, if they go forward with it the Village will have to look into getting a 

loan.  Fiscal Officer Hemry also noted that the other Grants they are looking into are 

matching grants; therefore, there will be a portion of those monies the Village will have to 

pay out also. 

 

Councilman Newton questioned Village Administrator Thompson as to how many 

employees we have.  Village Administrator Thompson stated we currently have four, one is 

off on sick leave; and, a new employee will be starting on Monday.     

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the salt should be delivered soon; he talked to 

the trucking company today.  It was noted the price has increased considerably from last 

year. 

 

 

Chief of Police Troy Copeland 

 

Chief Copeland reported Eugene Hill has been hired as a new Patrolman.  Mr. Hill 

previously worked at M & M Squad for the last twelve years and has recently completed 

the Police Academy.  Chief Copeland stated this will put us with a full crew. 

 

Chief Copeland reported Patrolman Weyant just completed a Taser Training Class; and, the 

entire department completed a Domestic Violence Training Class at the Fire Department 

yesterday.   

 

Chief Copeland reported he ordered a new portable radio; the current ones are over ten 

years old.  The new one is digital instead of analog; and, are four watt instead of one.  This 

will increase their range while out of the car.  Chief Copeland stated he would like to 

purchase more next year.  These new radios have a GPS locator on them that he can 

connect to 911; and, if an Officer is in trouble it will come up on the map what their 

location is.  Chief Copeland stated this would be a valuable safety precaution.     

 

Chief Copeland stated Trick-or-Treat night was a huge success.  Chief Copeland stated he 

was passing out candy in front of the Mayor’s Office and ran out after a half an hour.  Chief 

Copeland stated the town was packed.  He had no complaints that evening and we had two 

Officers on the road while it was going on.   

 

Chief Copeland reported in the month of October the Police Department made 75 traffic 

stops; wrote 39 traffic citations; drove 2,200 miles; had 9 theft offenses; 1 forged check; 4 

road crashes; 3 private property crashes; 2 domestic violence cases; and, 1 sex offense case. 

 

Councilman Robison questioned if there were any monies left through the EMA Office that 

the Chief could use for new radios.  Chief Copeland stated he would get with Mr. Jenkins 

and find out.     

 

Mayor Finley reported he has spoken with Englefield Oil regarding the property at the 

south end of town and expressed his displeasure with the way the property looks.  They will 

be looking into it and approaching the remediation company that done the work. 
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Mayor Finley reported he has been in touch with Ashland Oil out of Kentucky regarding 

the Seventh Street property.   

 

Mayor Finley stated the Lowe properties have been raised and look much better. 

 

 

Recreation & Buildings Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reminded the Village Administrator about the cracks in the Tennis 

Court. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated the Foreman has been filling them.   

 

 

Streets & Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Newton reported he has scheduled a Streets and Alley Committee Meeting for 

next Tuesday, November 11, 2014 at 6:00 P.M. 

 

Councilman Dille stated he wanted to commend the business owners for putting in the new 

sidewalks in front of their businesses on Main Street; it has made a world of difference. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn questioned if anyone had thought about replacing the sidewalk in 

front of the Church on Eighth Street. 

 

Mayor Finley stated the County is to replace all of the sidewalks where they tore the 

buildings down. 

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated Ginny Bond wanted to thank everyone for closing the 

streets for Trick-or-Treat.  Councilwoman Blackburn stated the Key Club done excellent in 

collecting canned goods.  

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg reminded everyone of the Joint Meeting to be held on November 17, 

2014 at 7:00 P.M. here in Council Chambers.   

 

 

Finance Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported the Finance Committee met.  The consensus from the 

employees is to stay with our current insurance carrier at the same rate they are already 

paying; therefore, there will be no changes. 

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported there will be a Public Safety Committee Meeting Tuesday, 

November 11, 2014 at 6:30 P.M. in regards to stray and feral cats. 

 

Councilman Dille reported the surveys for the Safe Route to School’s Program has been 

sent back and she will be getting ahold of us for an on sight walkthrough.   
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Other Business 

 

Councilman Newton thanked everyone for closing the Square for Trick-or-Treat.  It made a 

big difference and was a lot safer for the kids. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn suggested putting a warning sign up for a Detour or Road Closed 

Ahead Sign when we close the Square.  Councilwoman Blackburn feels this would be good 

especially for all the big trucks that come through town. 

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till November 18, 2014 at 6:00 P.M. at the McConnelsville 

Village Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


