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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 8:05 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Troy Copeland, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, and Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS:  

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of October 2, 2012 

 

Councilman Robison noted the spelling of the Marc’s radios was incorrect.  It should be a 

“c” instead of a “k”. 

 

Councilman Dille noted Councilman Bragg did not abstain from the vote on the selling of 

the excess property.  

 

Councilman Robison  made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting with 

the noted changes, seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilwoman 

Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Abstain; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; 

Councilman Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele 

Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 
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Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley reported he will soon be meeting with Mr. Jeff Heinrich from the Ohio State 

Treasurers Office. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he gave a copy of the correspondence from Time Warner Cable to 

each Council Member.  The original is on file in the Village office. 

 

Mayor Finley read a letter he received today from Travis Brownrigg.  Mr. Brownrigg 

thanked the Mayor and Council for giving him the opportunity to work for the Village 

throughout the Summer.  Mayor Finley requested Fiscal Officer Hemry to keep the letter 

with the Minutes of Record. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he forwarded the e-mail from Mr. Steve Inman inviting Council to 

attend the Opera House event on November 10, 2012.  Mayor Finley will be out of town 

that day; and, encourages any of Council to attend that can. 

 

Mayor Finley turned the collection information from Mike DeWine Attorney General over 

to the Finance Committee for review and requested the committee bring a recommendation 

back to Council at the next meeting.  

 

 

Ordinance 12-33 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Ordinance 12-33 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ALLEY 

WEIGHT LIMITS, for the second reading. 

 

Councilman Robison stated there may need to be an amendment to exclude the alleys where 

the businesses have dumpsters in the downtown area.     

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she has had a concerned citizen contact her regarding the alley 

between Fourth and Fifth Streets.  The citizen has a semi-truck deliver his dialysis material 

to him and this is done in the alley.     

 

After a brief discussion, Council agreed to amend the Ordinance in Section 5; Exemptions; 

to include any and all medical supply deliveries and the alley’s from Third Street to Eighth 

Street and Liberty Avenue to Union Avenue.  

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to pass Ordinance 12-33 on the second reading with the 

additional exemptions, seconded by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 12-33 was passed on the second reading. 

 

 

Ordinance 12-34 

 

Mayor Finley Introduced Ordinance 12-34, AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO 

AUTHORIZE THE CHIEF OF POLICE OF THE VILLAGE OF MCCONNELSVILLE 

TO LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE VILLAGE OF 

MCCONNELSVILLE. 

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman Robison. 
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Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to adopt Ordinance 12-09 on emergency 

measure, seconded by Councilwoman Gessel.  

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 12-34 was duly adopted. 

 

Councilman Dille noted they mowed at the old Ashland Station.  Mayor Finley stated he 

sent an e-mail in to them today; but, has not yet received a response back.  Mayor Finley 

stated once he receives it; he will forward it on to Council.   

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported Zemba came back and finished the punch list for 

Seventh Street; another walk through will be done to make sure everything is completed.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the meter is installed and an Electrician came in 

and wired it.  Village Administrator Thompson stated they are going to check the specs to 

see if Zemba will show us how to use it or if we have to decipher it ourselves. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported we still have a few streets to patch; however, it 

will soon be completed.  The crew is beginning to do the leaf pick-up.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported within the next two weeks they will be installing 

a French drain on Kennebec where the spring is coming up.  They are going to cut the street 

and put a pipe in to catch the water and run it over to the side; hopefully this will control the 

water so there won’t be an ice problem.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he spoke with a gentleman today who is 

interested in locating a hotel/motel in town; or, in this area.  He is asking for Council’s 

support.  If Council is not interested, he will look elsewhere.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he will contact him and discuss this issue.  All of council was very 

interested and would like to learn more about it. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he has everything together on the Opera House 

Roof; will be meeting with Cliff Littlefield to get things started.   

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry questioned if the Grant would pay the construction companies direct; 

or, if it had to be reimbursed.  Village Administrator Thompson stated he hadn’t found out 

yet; but, would call them.  Fiscal Officer Hemry stated she would have to get some 

ordinances in place and possibly transfer some monies if needed before the project began. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson passed out a copy of the history of the Fire Department 

water usage.  Village Administrator Thompson stated if there are any questions to get with 

him.  

 

Mayor Finley read over the monthly water and sewer information from Administrative 

Assistant Missy Scott.  See copy of report attached.   
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Mayor Finley questioned Village Administrator Thompson if all of the buildings were 

metered.  Village Administrator Thompson stated yes, mostly; however, there are a few we 

do not have metered.   

 

 

Chief Troy Copeland 

 

Chief Copeland reported the transmission on the Ford Cruiser has been repaired and it is 

back in service.  The white Dodge Charger’s radar unit went out and he has ordered a 

replacement.   

 

Chief Copeland reported once he removes the light bars and strobe lights from the two old 

cruisers, he will put them out to bid. 

 

Chief Copeland reported he has been updating the Policy and Procedure Manual for the 

Police Department.  The section on inventory is just one section; and, he will be giving 

them more sections for review.  He currently has given the updated policy to Solicitor 

Tarbert for review.  Once it has been approved, he will be instituting these policies.   

 

Chief Copeland reported there are a couple of rifles; one being a sniper rifle; that the 

Department has never used.  He is looking into taking them to Maxwell’s to trade them off 

for something we can use.  These are items he does not want to put out to bid due to the 

type of rifles they are.  He has discussed them with the Village Solicitor and he feels it 

would be best to trade them off to an arms dealer so the ownership is changed 

appropriately.   

 

Solicitor Tarbert stated a Resolution should be passed once we have all our information 

together.  

 

Chief Copeland will get with Claude Maxwell to see what type of trade can be done; then, 

he will bring it to Council so the trade can be authorized by a Resolution.   

 

Chief Copeland reported he received a new application for the open position this week.  He 

will get with the Mayor to review it.   

 

Councilman Dille reported he saw a couple of guys walking around this weekend in his 

neighborhood.  They had flyers and were asking for donations and selling magazines.  

Councilman Dille stated he informed them we had soliciting laws in our Village.  

Councilman Dille wanted to make the Police Department aware of this.  Chief Copeland 

stated if it happens again to contact the Sheriff’s Office and they will dispatch an officer. 

 

 

Fiscal Officer Ellen Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported September month and year to date expenditures and 

percentage of the year to date budget as follows:  General Fund month to date $49,816.68, 

year to date $563,628.31, or 64%; Street M & R month to date $4,132.65, year to date 

$50,286.42, or 53%; Water Fund month to date $11,163.31, year to date $238,200.10, or 

42%; Sewer Fund month to date $34,414.68, year to date $319,632.01, or 56% of the YTD 

budget. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported September month and year to date revenue and percentage of 

the year to date budget as follows:  General Fund month to date $55,928.24, year to date 

$586,332.50, 97%; Street M & R Fund month to date $6,251.23, year to date $55,744.71, 

71%; Water Fund month to date $40,154.53, with $5,417.81 of that being from Morgan 

Meigs, year to date $351,671.78, 78%; Water Capital Project Fund month to date 

$1,740.01; year to date $3,737.44; Sewer Fund month to date $36,868.42, year to date 

$398,465.43, 81% YTD budget.  
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Fiscal Officer Hemry stated our expenditures and revenues are still within budget. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he wanted Council to be thinking of the budget and would like them to 

set up a work session to discuss and work on these figures. 

 

 

Streets & Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported he looked at the area on Oakwood in regards to the curb 

removal; everything appeared fine and the Committee has no problem with approving it.   

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn reported “Rappin on River” will be held Saturday, October 20, 

2012.  There will be three bands playing.  The vendors are:  Chelo’s; Moco Dip and Sip; 

Sticky’s Smoking Barnyard; Pap’s Kettle Corn; and, United Way will be doing a kick-off.  

Deena Clark put it on their website since it is the same day as the Opry to attract visitors to 

the event.  The Kiwanis Key Club will be doing peanuts at the intersection.  

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated she has talked with the Village Administrator regarding 

the electric issues. 

 

The Herald will be running a cover story on the event in the paper tomorrow.   

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg reported the Joint Utility Committee met yesterday evening.  They 

discussed the Media at the Water Plant; noted they needed the figures by the first of the 

year for budgeting purposes.   

 

Councilman Bragg reported they also discussed the project at the Sewer Plant which 

included the UV and Grinders.  These two items will be replaced in 2013.   

 

There was also discussion regarding the water billing for the Fire Department and that has 

been taken care of. 

 

Councilman Bragg reported the next Joint Utility Meeting will be held on January 14, 2013 

at 7:00 P.M. in McConnelsville Council Chambers.   

 

 

Recreation & Buildings Committee 

 

Councilman Matheney reported Fox Heating and Cooling put the module in the furnace at 

the pool and found there were more issues with it.  Mr. Fox will be replacing several 

furnaces over the next few days and he will put a new to us furnace in the Pool Meeting 

Room.     

 

Councilman Bragg reported on the Joint Committee Meeting in regards to the Park Board.  

Councilman Bragg stated they want both Malta and McConnelsville Council’s to discuss 

their feelings; and, then have a meeting with the Park Board to get everything hashed out on 

how to operate it properly and legally. 

 

After a brief discussion, Mayor Finley requested Council to make a list of their questions 

and concerns and get to him in writing by Friday morning at 10:00 A.M.  At that time he 

will meet with Malta Mayor Greg Hill and they will go over the concerns of each Village 

and prepare for a meeting with the Park Board.   
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Mayor Finley stated he wanted to make sure it benefits the park as a whole for the entire 

community. 

 

Solicitor Tarbert stated the Park Board needs a lawyer to draft by-laws, etc; to make sure 

everything is done legally.   

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till November 6, 2012 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville 

Village Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


