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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 7:15 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John Wells called the meeting to order with the 

following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Absent 

Councilman Steve Inman   Present 

Councilman Kevin Morrow   Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Solicitor 

David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS:  Carol Morris, Fred Morris, Mary Matheney, Nina Mayle, Judy Ray 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John Wells. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John Wells.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of October 5, 2010 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman 

Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary 

Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Councilman Matheney entered Council Chambers at the mentioning of the minutes. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated she had one more bill to add to the bill sheet; it is for further 

education for the Mayor for Mayor’s Court in the amount of $150.00. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the bills with the addition of the bill 

for Ohio Municipal League in the amount of $150.00, seconded by Councilman Morrow. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Nay; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 
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Mayor John Wells 

 

Mayor Wells stated he gave each council member a copy of an article from the Ohio 

Magazine.  Mayor Wells read the article aloud to Council.  See attached copy. 

 

 

Public Participation 

 

Mrs. Mary Matheney addressed Council regarding the water bill while out of town.  Mrs. 

Matheney does not want to pay for a water bill while she is gone as she has it turned off and 

she also feels being charged more since she lives out of town is not fair. 

 

Councilman Bragg commented rates have always been higher for out of town customers.    

Mrs. Matheney questioned why.  It was commented that out of town residents do not pay 

Local Income Tax; therefore, they are charged a higher rate for utility services. 

 

Councilman Matheney questioned if they had to pay to turn it on and off in the past before 

the new ordinance took place.  Mrs. Matheney stated yes they paid $25.00 to turn it back on 

when they came home.  Councilman Matheney stated previously when they were 

discussing the ordinance they were going to have a turn on and turn off fee if they did not 

continue charging for the base rate when water was disconnected; and, it was determined it 

would cost the same as if they left it on. 

 

Councilman Bragg stated he would reread the ordinance and discuss with the committee; 

then, call her back. 

 

It was questioned what the purpose of getting meters was if they aren’t being charged for 

what they use.  Mayor Wells answered you are being charged for what you use; but, there 

are also fixed costs the village incurs whether you use water or not like loans, salaries and 

the monthly base rate is to cover those fixed costs. 

 

Mrs. Nina Mayle of 156 South Eighth Street addressed council stating she was a daycare 

provider in her home.  Mrs. Mayle stated the Streets and Alley Committee put a sign up for 

no parking between the hours of 8 A.M. and 6 P.M. so her parents could drop their children 

off.  She is requesting it to be changed to 6 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

 

Mrs. Mayle stated her neighbor parks in the parking spot and her parents have to drop the 

kids off while being parked in the alley.  She is fearful their children will get hurt as it is 

dark when they are being dropped off. 

 

Mayor Wells referred this situation to the Streets and Alley Committee. 

 

Ms. Judy Ray addressed council regarding her vacant rentals.  Ms. Ray does not feel she 

should have to pay the base rate when no one is living in the apartment.  Ms. Ray stated she 

could not afford it and does not feel it is a fair charge. 

 

Mayor Wells stated the council acted on what her original complaints were and adopted 

100% what she asked for. 

 

Councilman Inman stated we do have a vacant rate; however, to get the cost break each 

apartment would have to be metered individually.   

 

Councilman Gessel stated she spoke with Kelly Hardman at Morgan Metropolitan Housing 

Authority about the affects it would have charging the base rate for each of their units and 

they did not have a problem with it.  Mrs. Ray responded those fees were paid by the 

government not an individual as herself. 

 

Mrs. Ray stated she felt the Village should cut their budgets and not raise the rates.   
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Village Administrator Report 

 

Mayor Wells stated the Village Administrator could not be here as he was in training; he 

has given everyone his written report.  (See attached report.) 

 

 

Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn 

 

Chief Woodburn reported in the month of September, the Police Department had driven 

3,417 miles and used 331.1 gallons of gasoline.  The police department issued 22 warnings, 

12 traffic tickets, 13 misdemeanor citations, making a total of 25 tickets issued.  Chief 

Woodburn reported total hours worked for all officers was 726 hours and 4 minutes; they 

issued 5 crash reports and 30 incident reports.   

 

 

Fiscal Officer Ellen Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported September’s month and year to date expenditures, for the 

following departments:  Police Department month to date $22,209.41, year to date 

$165,661.95, or 63%; Mayor’s Court month to date $987.01, year to date $6,221.56, or 

50%; Parking Facilities month to date $877.89, year to date $8,148.00, or 62%; Street M & 

R month to date $5,868.85, year to date $62,997.46, or 64%; Water Fund month to date 

$12,717.36, year to date $119,897.79, or 69%; Sewer Treatment expenditures month to date 

$24,789.69, year to date $180,966.52, or 70%; Sewer Fund month to date $2,573.67, year 

to date $41,357.09 or 58% of the YTD budget. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated the following departments went over their budget for the 

month:  Police Department due to paying the quarterly pension and jail fees; Sewer 

Treatment due to sludge hauling, grit removal and cleaning of chlorine tank. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported September’s month and year to date revenue and percentage 

of the year to date budget as follows:  General Fund month to date $39,957.20, year to date 

$523,970.24, 90%; Street M & R Fund month to date $7,229.36, year to date $62,876.45, 

83%; Water Fund month to date $34,994.12, with $4,688.58 of that being from Morgan 

Meigs, year to date $294,106.86, 85%; Sewer Fund month to date $35,452.27, no money 

was received from Malta as they did not pay July or August bills yet, year to date 

$322,883.45, 82% YTD budget.  
 

 

Public Utilities 

 

Councilman Bragg requested to see a copy of the plans for the Streamlining Project.  Mayor 

Wells stated he had a copy in his office he could pick up.  Councilman Bragg stated he 

wanted to set up a meeting with the Fire Department to discuss the impact this is going to 

have. 

 

Councilman Bragg stated he was talking to John Wolfram this past Thursday night at the 

Chicken BBQ and Mr. Wolfram had informed him he was told not to connect the telemetry 

to the Standpipe as it was not going to be there in thirty days.  Mayor Wells stated he had 

been misinformed as that had not been decided yet. 

 

Councilman Bragg reported the Joint Meeting was rescheduled for December 13, 2010 to 

set the budget for the Joint Utilities. 

 

Mayor Wells stated there was a fire; therefore, we were short members of the committee so 

they mainly went over the Sewer Treatment Budget for next year; it is pretty much the same 

except for salaries as it was a little less due to employee changes. 

 



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
VILLAGE OF MCCONNELSVILLE COUNCIL 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

Held:  October 19, 2010                                                  Page 4 of 4 
 

 

Mayor Wells reported effective November 1, 2010 Malta is having a water rate change and 

effective January 1, 2011 they will have a sewer rate change.  The total water and sewer bill 

for Malta in 2011 will be $77.25; $27.25 for water and $50.00 for sewer.  Mayor Wells 

stated they have the same issue as we do; the sewer separation.  Malta is hoping to have 

their water meters installed next year.   

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated Mike Workman is trying to promote a sales tax program 

to encourage citizens to buy locally; for every $100 you spend they will give back $1.50.  

This is being taken to the County Commissioners to see if they will pass it. 

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Inman stated he has e-mailed the Solicitor with the Code Enforcement Officer 

language and will be presenting it to Council in November.   

 

Councilman Inman reported the Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission is increasing the 

money available for renovations to the Opera House from $75,000 to $100,000.  

Councilman Inman stated there is a very long check list to be able to win that grant 

approval and the earliest they would receive monies would be May 2011.  Councilman 

Inman stated he would like the Village and the Opera House Board to have another meeting 

to go over the details.  He stated the meeting with project engineer went very well. 

 

Mayor Wells stated the work that is being done out front right now is not under the grant.  

We are having a contractor take care of some issues that needed fixed before winter. 

 

 

Finance Committee  
 

Councilwoman Gessel reported the committee will be meeting again to go over the 

Employee Compensation Benefits Ordinance.  She stated she would appreciate council 

looking over the current proposed ordinance and bring any questions or comments to her.   

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till November 2, 2010 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville 

Village Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

John A. Wells                                                 Ellen M. Hemry 

Mayor                                                             Fiscal Officer  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

    

    


