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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 7:35 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John Wells called the meeting to order with the 

following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Steve Inman   Present 

Councilman Kevin Morrow   Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village Administrator Scott Brown, 

Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS:  Carol Morris, Fred Morris, Tim Hallowell 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John Wells. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John Wells.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of November 16, 2010 

 

Councilwoman Gessel made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Inman. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman  Morrow made a Motion to amend the bills by adding a payment to Mike 

Chapin for $500.00 with the sidewalk replacement program, seconded by Councilman 

Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the bills as amended, seconded by 

Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 
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Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation 

 

Council signed off on the November Monthly Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation. 

 

Public Participation 

 

Mr. Tim Hallowell addressed Council regarding the property next to his mother’s property 

on Jefferson Avenue.  Mr. Hallowell stated the property is for sale; however, when people 

come to look at it and see the house next door, it deters them from buying it.  Mr. Hallowell 

gave pictures and a letter to council stating the property was a nuisance. 

 

Mayor Wells stated he was writing a note to the Police Department to get this taken care of.  

Mayor Wells stated they have been to court two or three times over property maintenance 

issues.   

 

Councilman Inman made a motion to declare a the property at 141 W Jefferson Avenue a 

nuisance, seconded by Councilman  Morrow. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Mayor Wells stated a letter will be sent out tomorrow; the Basic Code states they have 15 

days to take care of it, or the Village can clean it up and bill them or assess their taxes. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated there was another property on Liberty and Fifth that needs 

looked into. 

 

 

Mayor John Wells 

 

Mayor Wells requested council members to get their committee preferences to him for next 

year. 

 

Mayor Wells reported November Parking Meter Fines as $1,310.02.  Mayor Wells reported 

November Mayor’s Court receipts as follows:  Village - $3,124.62; Treasurer of State – 

$594.00 for a total of $3,718.62.  Mayor Wells reported November Income Tax receipts as 

$19,997.67.  

 

Mayor Wells reminded Council there will be a work session on capital projects and 

priorities January 11, 2010 at 6:30 PM here in council chambers. 

 

Mayor Wells stated he and Councilwoman Blackburn have been discussing having a 

Holiday party for all employees, council members and their spouses. 

 

All of Council felt it was a good idea.  The Christmas Party was set for December 23 at 

7:00 PM with the location to be determined. 

 

Mayor Wells reported the Village of Malta has not paid their August, September, October, 

nor November Sewer Operation and Maintenance billings.  Mayor Wells stated he does not 

know why and had been unable to get any response.   

 

Mayor Wells stated he sent an e-mail to the EPA to alert them that there is an issue and to 

see if they possibly had any advice they could give as to what we could do about it. 

 

Mayor Wells stated he has drafted a letter to Mayor Barkhurst requesting payment in full by 

December 31, 2010; or, he is ordering our employees to shut them off. 
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Mayor Wells stated this is a separate contract from the water and we have complied with 

our contract; therefore, he sees no possible way they could disconnect our water service.   

 

Mayor Wells stated he is personally hurt and disappointed about this; as he has been a big 

proponent on doing things together with Malta.  Mayor Wells stated it boils down to the 

fact that the McConnelsville residents cannot pay for Malta’s resident’s sewer. 

 

Mayor Wells questioned council if they had a problem with him mailing out this letter once 

it was reviewed by the Village Solicitor.  No objection was made. 

 

Mayor Wells stated he will continue to try and get a hold of them.  Councilwoman Gessel 

questioned if this was a financial problem on their part?  Mayor answered he did not think 

so; they are still receiving sewer payments from their residents.  Councilwoman Blackburn 

stated she felt if it was a financial problem they should contact us to make a form of 

payment arrangements.   

 

Mayor Wells stated he gave each council member a copy of an article from Columbus 

Dispatch he thought was interesting. 

 

 

Ordinance 10-36 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Ordinance 10-36, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 

EMPLOYMENT POSITIONS; EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION, AND EMPLOYEE 

BENEFITS. 

 

Councilman Inman stated he has reviewed the ordinance and feels it looks very good.  He 

stated he liked the idea of annual evaluations.  His big issue was the vacation carry over as 

he is somewhat unclear on how much can be carried over and if he understands it correctly; 

feels we should adjust it.   

 

Councilman Inman reflected back to Councilwoman Gessel’s comments at the last meeting.  

Her concerns were if it continues to accumulate and we are not prepared for it, we will be in 

trouble.  Councilwoman Gessel stated she knows our employees work hard and she is proud 

of that; however, we have to think of the village as a whole.  Councilman Inman stated he is 

all about being fair; but, by the same token he feels this is a little excessive to be allowed to 

carry over that much. 

 

Councilman Matheney stated we currently mirror the revised code for the state correct?  

Mayor Wells stated yes; but, clarified the Village is not a state employee.  We are not 

required to pay employees sick or vacation time like we do.  Mayor Wells stated our current 

ordinance matches up on sick/holiday/vacation as the state had at one time; however, the 

carrying over is not part of the state law, it is by Village Ordinance.   

 

Councilman Matheney stated he felt if we mirror the Revised Code on everything else, we 

should do it on this also.  Councilwoman Gessel stated she has talked to Judge Favreau 

regarding village employees and he stated the same thing the Mayor did; we are not state 

employees.  

 

Solicitor Tarbert replied to Councilman Matheney that he stated he wanted to follow the 

state; however, recently they have been given furloughs and other cuts, so our employees 

are being given a better plan currently. 

 

Mayor Wells stated this mayor and council do not anticipate our employees experiencing 

these things like the state has done.  This mayor and council have been doing a relatively 

good job on our finances. 
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Councilman Inman stated he would like to find a happy medium.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel state the Mayor had asked her to have this ordinance done by the 

second meeting in August; she has worked on it all she can without the rest of council’s 

input.  Councilwoman Gessel questioned if they should meet with the employees, let them 

know what we are facing and see what they think.  All of Council concurred.  A meeting is 

scheduled for December 16, 2010 @ 2:00 P.M. in the Village Administrator’s Office. 

 

Ordinance 10-36 was tabled. 

 

 

Resolution 10-37 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Resolution 10-37, A RESOLUTION TO MAKE TEMPORARY 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2011 EXPENSES FOR THE VILLAGE OF 

MCCONNELSVILLE. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman Inman. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adopt Resolution 10-37 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Resolution 10-37 was duly adopted. 

 

 

Ordinance 10-38 

 

Mayor Wells introduced Resolution 10-38, AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE ADDITIONAL 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT YEAR. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn             made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three 

separate and disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman 

Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Inman made a Motion to adopt Ordinance 10-38 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Ordinance 10-38 was duly adopted. 
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Streets and Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Morrow stated he has met with the Mayle’s regarding the parking on Eighth 

Street and informed them there is nothing else the Council can do; it is beyond their control. 

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Inman stated he had sent an e-mail to Shannon Wells regarding the Ohio 

Cultural Facilities Commission Grant since she had done the previous one for them. 

 

Councilman Inman stated he is still working on the language for the Code Enforcement 

Officer.  He would like to vote on it the next meeting. 

 

 

Utility Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg stated the Joint Utility Meeting will be on December 13, 2010 at 6:30 

PM in Malta’s Council Chambers. 

 

 

Economic Development Committee  

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated Dorothy Shrivers and her committee would like to 

purchase some lighted items to put on the other end of town around the new bridge area.   

 

Councilwoman Blackburn questioned how the lighting was coming for the new sign.  

Village Administrator Brown stated he had thought about using a solar panel and he is 

getting with the state to see what they use.  VA Brown stated Foreman Bragg feels we can 

tap into the current box and trench a line. 

 

 

Councilman Steve Inman   

 

Councilman Inman questioned the e-mail he received about privatizing the mowing for the 

village.  Mayor Wells stated townships do it with the cemeteries; he thought he would put 

the bid out to see what kind of numbers we get.  Mayor Wells stated he felt it will make 

sense, but we will see. 

 

Councilman Inman questioned where we stood on the purchase of a tractor.  Mayor Wells 

stated he thinks we put that idea aside.  VA Brown stated that was a decision council had to 

make as to whether or not it would be purchased.   

 

 

Councilman Rhett Matheney 

 

Councilman Matheney questioned if anyone other than himself missed the purchase of the 

truck on the bill sheet the last Council Meeting.  All of council said they missed it.  

Councilman Matheney stated he felt that purchase should have been brought to their 

attention even though it was on the bill sheet.  Mayor Wells stated he accepts the 

responsibility for them not being told about the purchase of the truck, or bringing it to their 

attention. 

 

Mayor Wells stated one of the things he is going to suggest is they start going to lunch once 

a month or every two weeks to talk about things, raise concerns; to open the communication 

lines up.  Mayor Wells stated he feels this will make council more informed and involved. 

Mayor Wells stated he again is going to push the committees to meet more frequently.   

Mayor Wells stated we are currently using the bucket truck as a work truck and this new 
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truck will be used in place of this and the bucket truck will be used strictly as a bucket 

truck.   

 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg 

 

Councilman Bragg stated he has some concerns on the streamlining project.  Not the project 

itself; but, the developing stages of it.  He feels the pressure reducing valves should have 

been brought into the original plans and not added later.  VA Brown stated he was not here 

in the initial planning stages and does not know if it was brought up earlier as a concern or 

not.  Councilman Matheney questioned where they connected at today.  VA Brown stated 

just past the tank.   

 

Councilman Matheney questioned the confusion of where the water lines are.  Councilman 

Matheney felt the Engineer should have laid them out in the design.  Mayor Wells stated he 

is not sure how he could have as our employees don’t know where they are.  Mayor Wells 

stated it is our problem; we don’t have the maps of our own lines nor do we have the people 

with the knowledge of where they are.     

 

Councilman Matheney questioned if the inspector should have been bid out.  Councilman 

Bragg questioned what we were paying the inspector and who it was.  VA Brown stated we 

hired John McCort at $35.00 per hour based off of a 40 hour week and a 90 day contract.   

 

 

Councilman Rhett Matheney 

 

Councilman Matheney brought up a concern of the new employee being put Operator in 

Charge of the water and sewer departments.  Councilman Matheney questioned how he 

would be able to handle this not knowing how our system runs.  Mayor Wells stated the 

other employees will help him out; it just means he is responsible for it. 

 

Councilman Matheney brought up other concerns between employees stating he felt these 

issues needed to be addressed.  Mayor Wells stated Councilman Matheney was 100% 

correct; however, that is not the reason the decision was made in regards to the Operator in 

Charge.     

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 

 

Councilwoman Gessel made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Steve Inman, Aye;   Councilman Kevin Morrow, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till December 21, 2010 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville 

Village Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

John A. Wells                                                 Ellen M. Hemry 

Mayor                                                             Fiscal Officer  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

    

    


