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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:30 P.M. to 8:10 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Absent 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Rocky Woodburn, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, and Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS:  Connie Shriver, Teresa Brannon 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

Excuse Absent Council Member 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to excuse Councilman Matheney from the meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of July 3, 2012 

 

Councilwoman Gessel made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilman Robison. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 
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Public Participation 

 

Ms. Connie Shriver, Coordinator of the ABLE Program addressed Council regarding what 

her program has to offer the community  This program helps adults and students to read, get 

a GED; and, to get into College.  Ms. Shriver stated there had been conversation previously 

at Council regarding there not being anything in the County to offer the residents; and she 

wanted to assure the Council and everyone that there is a program here in Morgan County 

for adults that have low level academic skills.  They will help them wherever they are to get 

to wherever they want to go.  Ms. Shriver stated this is a completely free program through a 

grant and it is housed at the Learning Center on Kennebec. 

 

Ms. Shriver stated she wanted to make everyone aware, in January of 2014 the GED test is 

going to have major changes; it will be computer based, a more rigorous test, and will cost 

more than it does now.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson questioned what the cost would be for the GED test.  Ms. 

Shriver stated currently it costs $40; and, it will increase to $120 after January 2014.   

 

Pool Manager, Teresa Brannon questioned what classes were being held in the basement of 

the Trinity Church.  Ms. Shriver stated those classes are currently suspended as they did not 

have enough attendance.  If more people become interested in the evening classes they will 

restart them.   

 

Councilman Dille stated we had a gentleman here a few weeks ago wanting to help with 

adult literacy and questioned if she had information he could pass on him.  Ms. Shriver 

stated yes she would leave her name and contact number. 

 

Pool Manager, Teresa Brannon addressed Council stating she has been receiving questions 

whether or not we would be discounting pool passes since we were almost at the end of 

July.  It was questioned if we had done this in the past and the Fiscal Officer and Village 

Administrator stated they had no knowledge of this happening. 

 

Mayor Finley stated we would have to amend our current Ordinance if Council chose to do 

this.  Councilman Dille questioned if it would be beneficial.  After a brief discussion it was 

decided not to discount the tickets.   

 

Councilman Gessel stated she had recently visited the Acquatic Center in Marietta and they 

have a punch card they sell at a discounted rate from the daily rate and it gives someone the 

ability to visit ten times.  Councilwoman Gessel stated it was like a half-pass.   

 

Council felt that was a good idea and requested the Committee to look into that next year 

for our Swimming Pool. 

 

Pool Manager, Teresa Brannon reported the State Health Inspection report states the pool is 

well maintained. 

 

Pool Manager, Teresa Brannon questioned if we should have lifeguards at the Village 

Employee Party.  Mayor Finley stated all of the lifeguards and families are invited to come; 

however, we will still need to have some sit as a lifeguard. 

 

Pool Manager, Teresa Brannon stated the Kiwanis had ameeting last evening and they are 

going to hold their next meeting on August 20, 2012 in the Meeting Room at the Pool so 

they can tour the facility.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he received a complaint from Danny Harlow of the Reenactor’s due to 

not being able to have their pool party.   
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Pool Manager, Teresa Brannon stated when she received the letter she already had another 

party scheduled for that evening.  She had contacted Mrs. VanHorn immediately and she 

stated she understood.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported she had received a phone call from a lady with an impetigo 

case in which she felt it was contracted at the pool. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported she had came in the office and discussed the 

matter with him.  Village Administrator Thompson stated he did not feel a refund was 

justified as two days after the complaint, the Health Department had inspected the pool and 

everything was good.   He did tell her he would it take before Council and if they wished to 

override his decision they could. 

 

Council agreed to uphold the Village Administrator’s decision to not give a refund.   

 

Pool Manager, Teresa Brannon reported 169 passes from the donations have been used and 

there are none left. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated we really appreciate the job Teresa has done and hope she 

comes back next year.  Mayor Finley stated he echo’s what Councilwoman Gessel said.    

 

 

Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley stated he noticed the Bureau of Motor Vehicles on State Route 60 wasn’t as 

busy as they used to be.  Brooke Work has taken over and is doing a nice job.  Mayor 

Finley questioned Ms. Work as to why business was down.  Ms. Work stated she felt 

mailing in of registrations was taking the revenue from her office.  The local BMV Office 

gets a $3.50 transaction fee and that is used to pay rent, utilities, and employee payroll.  Ms. 

Work stated if people like to mail it in; they can mail it to her office.  She will process it the 

same day and mail it back out.  By doing this the fee will go to our county office and not 

Columbus.  She also noted that the local BMV can take re-instatement fees and send any 

needed paperwork in to Columbus at the same time.  They have been relying on word of 

mouth to let the people of Morgan County know about the importance of coming to the 

local office to keep it going.  Her office only supplies job to a few people; however, they 

are residents of the county.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he wanted to make sure Council understood the situation and do 

whatever they can.  If they do not have enough customers they risk the business being 

closed.  When you mail in your renewals in to Columbus, you are hurting the local business 

indirectly.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he gave Council a copy of paperwork he received from HomeServe; 

they do warranties on water lines.  Mayor Finley wanted to make everyone aware that he 

nor Council endorses this. 

 

Mayor Finley stated Council was given a copy of the MS Consultants fee breakdown for 

the month of July.  

 

Councilwoman Blackburn questioned if we needed to add more to the retainer since we 

were down to $274.89.  Mayor Finley felt that it was necessary.  Mayor Finley requested 

Village Administrator Thompson to get with MS and determine what needed done.   

 

Councilman Bragg questioned how the Sewer Project was going.  Village Administrator 

Thompson stated a water main was busted yesterday and we ran across a sanitary sewer 

lateral today; in which created modifications to be made.  Village Administrator Thompson 

stated we are going to make a proactive effort to locate the rest of the lines and depth so we 

will know what is coming up.  Village Administrator Thompson stated this is all stemming 
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from the original Engineering process, where we did not have enough information and had 

to do everything in a quick manner due to the time frame.  Village Administrator Thompson 

stated all in all the project is going good; just running into a few issues. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated all of the easements have been signed; the Long’s 

and Kirkbride’s have been very cooperative. 

 

Councilman Dille questioned who prepared the drawings on this project.  Village 

Administrator Thompson stated Foreman Bragg who is acting as the Inpsector on the 

project along with the contractor marks the lines on the map and then it is all sent in to our 

Engineers where an As-Built will be drawn up from them once the project is complete.   

 

Mayor Finley stated he feels Zemba and Foreman Bragg are doing an excellent job for us 

on this project.  It was noted Craig VanNess filled in as inspector while Foreman Bragg was 

on vacation and he done a fine job as well.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated we are running too short on some stock items; 

therefore, we will be restocking supplies in the water and sewer departments. 

 

Mayor Finley noted there was paperwork in Council’s packets from OPERS they will want 

to be sure and review. 

 

Mayor Finley reported it was discussed at the last meeting about the water consumption at 

the Fire Department.  Water Clerk Scott has prepared a list of their consumptions over the 

past year.  (See attached)  It was noted they do have a three inch meter. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he has a letter from Amy Adkinson with POM Incorporated to Parking 

Enforcement Officer Mike Chern.  Mayor Finley stated we apparently have been having a 

rash of people jamming the meters.  They are putting money in just far enough to jam the 

meter then they come back out and remove the coin when they leave; when this happens it 

makes the meter go into a fail or error mode, giving them the impression they have an 

unlimited amount of time.  As a manufacturer, POM feels they should receive a citation as 

they are damaging the machine.  Mayor Finley requested a copy of the information be 

scanned and e-mailed to Council and Solicitor Tarbert for their review. 

 

Mayor Finley stated there is information in the packets from Jack Rosetti Jr. about Ohio 

Construction Reform. 

 

Mayor Finley reminded Council of the Hog Roast and Swimming Party on August 12, 2012 

from 6-9.  Councilman Dille noted 75 invitations were sent out.   

 

Councilman Bragg requested for more hot mix to be put in on South Fifth Street as it has 

sunk in. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he had asked Missy Scott to make up some samples of Certificate of 

Appreciation.  We recently had a citizen come to the aide of a lady that had fallen down on 

the street.  Mayor Finley would like to give that person a Certificate of Appreciation from 

the Village.  Mayor Finley had three samples of the certificate he passed around for Council 

to view.     

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the Accuglobe software program Councilman 

Robison started with County was installed on the computer last week.   
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Village Administrator Thompson reported the advertisement for the High Tank property 

will begin with this week’s issue of the Morgan County Herald and will run for five weeks.  

The bid opening is scheduled for August 17, 2012 at 12:00 P.M. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported we are still having some compliance issues with 

the Hawk Sewer Plant.  Grout Hog and ABC Manufacturing were dumping materials in 

there and the EPA has denied any outside dumping in our sewer systems right now.  Village 

Administrator Thompson stated we are investigating the soap suds issue at our Main Plant 

to see where they are coming from.    

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported there was a four inch main break at Seventh and 

McConnel on July 16
th

; and, a two inch line break at Seventh and Union on July 17
th

.  

Village Administrator Thompson stated the crew done a good job getting it back together 

and in service.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported Shelly & Sands will begin our paving project 

next Monday and it should be completed by end of the week. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson questioned how many grindings the Park needed.  Mayor 

Finley stated we would take all they can give us.  Village Administrator Thompson stated 

we will only be able to get three or four truck loads.   

 

Councilman Dille questioned if the alleys were being done this time.  Village Administrator 

Thompson stated the alleys were on another grant that hasn’t been approved yet.  

 

 

Chief Rocky Woodburn 

 

Chief Woodburn reported in the month of June, the Police Department had driven 4,177 

miles and used  351.7 gallons of gasoline.  The police department issued 40 warnings, 20 

traffic tickets, 9 misdemeanor citations, making a total of 29 tickets issued.  Chief 

Woodburn reported total hours worked for all officers was 715 hours 18 minutes; they 

issued 7 crash reports and 15 incident reports. 

 

Chief Woodburn stated Council was questioning mileage readings on the cruisers.  The 

readings are as follows:  2000 Ford 138,732; 2000 Dodge Durango 219,070; 2012 Dodge 

6,350; 2008 black Dodge 104,614; 2008 white Dodge 59,051; 2008 Ford 78,468. 

 

Chief Woodburn reported to date this year the total miles for each cruiser is as follows:   

2000 Ford 1,833; 2000 Dodge Durango 4,773; 2012 Dodge 6,350; 2008 black Dodge 124; 

2008 white Dodge 6,135; 2008 Ford 5,465 for a total of 24,680 miles.   

 

Chief Woodburn reported the Durango was driven 124 miles in April; 155 miles in May; 

and 659 miles in June.  

 

Chief Woodburn presented the new plaque for the Horace Porter gravesite.  Councilman 

Robison stated he would get a picture and place it on the website.     

 

Mayor Finley requested Chief Woodburn to arrange for the Ford cruiser transmission to be 

checked out.  

 

 

Fiscal Officer Ellen Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported June’s month and year to date expenditures and percentage 

of the year to date budget as follows:  General Fund month to date $117,189.63, year to 

date $396,015.06, or 45%; Street M & R month to date $7,315.09, year to date $34,689.32, 
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or 36 %; Water Fund month to date $32,811.15, year to date $163,312.45, or 29%; Sewer 

Fund month to date $55,380.73, year to date $223,884.75, or 35% of the YTD budget. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported June’s month and year to date revenue and percentage of the 

year to date budget as follows:  General Fund month to date $84,542.73, year to date 

$425,607.52, 70%; Street M & R Fund month to date $5,805.76, year to date $37,657.75, 

48%; Water Fund month to date $41,371.24, with $6,194.53 of that being from Morgan 

Meigs, year to date $228,509.13, 50%; Sewer Fund month to date $44,938.58, with 

$5,444.71 of that being from Malta for Joint Sewer Operations, year to date $272,573.86, 

55% YTD budget.  
 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated June is at 50% of the year and expenditures are still under and 

revenue is right at the amount collected; except for the General Fund.  Fiscal Officer Hemry 

stated with the additional donations received this year and grant reimbursements within the 

General Fund, we are over on the revenues received verses what was expected.  

 
 

Recreation & Buildings Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated she talked with Stephanie Green, the Swim Coach for Wasco 

Special Olympics; and, asked her if she would be interested in doing a swim team for us 

next year.  Ms. Green was very interested in this.   

 

 

Streets & Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported he had been informed by a resident that Jefferson Avenue 

hadn’t had the street sweeper run for awhile.  Councilman Robison stated he didn’t know 

what the schedule was.  Village Administrator Thompson stated he would make sure it is on 

the schedule.   

 

Councilman Bragg reported the sidewalks needed sprayed for grass and weeds.   

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn reported the new playground equipment has been installed at the 

Commons.  Mayor Finley stated Shannon Wells with the County received a grant for the 

equipment.   

 

Councilwoman Blackburn stated at the last meeting she had mentioned she would like to 

have some type of Community Event for the Village to be put on down at the Wharf Park.  

She is still considering different ideas and is going to have an Economic Development 

Meeting to discuss this.   

 

Councilwoman Blackburn reported the Art Show will be held next weekend and a lot of 

people will be coming from out of town for this event.   

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg reported the Joint Utility Meeting will be held on Monday, July 23, 

2012 at 7:00 P.M. in McConnelsville Council Chambers.   

 

Councilman Bragg reported there will be another round of the Leadership Meetings this 

Thursday at the Fire House at 5:30 P.M. 
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Finance Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated at the Public Safety Meeting it was mentioned about Donovan 

Lowe properties.  She has done some research and came up with some information for 

Council.  Mayor Finley requested the information to be scanned and e-mailed to all of 

Council and Solicitor Tarbert.   

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported he held a Public Safety Meeting on July 10, 2012 from 5:00 

P.M. to 5:45 P.M.  Several different issues were discussed including MSDS sheets at the 

Pool and Fourteenth Street.   

 

 

Other Business 

 

It was questioned if any people had confirmed they wanted to be on the Volunteer 

Committees.  Mayor Finley stated Kevin Morrow, Jay Conn and Tim Cooper had 

confirmed. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he received an e-mail from Inger L. Mitchell with Ashland Oil; in 

which, he will forward on to Council tomorrow.  She will be meeting with the Mayor on 

either August 1, 2012 or August 2, 2012 to discuss the different options on the site.   

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till August 7, 2012 at 6:30 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


