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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:00 P.M. to 7:20 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Rhett Matheney   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Present 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Troy Copeland, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, and Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS: Carol Morris, Fred Morris 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of November 6, 2013 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Abstain; 

Councilman Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele 

Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Special Minutes of November 12, 2013 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Bragg.  

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Abstain; 

Councilman Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele 

Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to add the September Water Operations and 

Maintenance billing to the Bill Sheet, removing the bill from TCCI for asbestos testing in 

the amount of $300 and the billing from OTCO in the amount of $635; making the total 

amount to be paid to Malta in the amount of $7,326.42; seconded by Councilman Robison. 
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Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the bills with the addition of the bill from 

Malta Village, seconded by Councilwoman Blackburn. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

 

Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley reported he sent an e-mail out earlier in the week regarding the Grant for new 

boatdocks at the Wharf Park.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he received a thank you card from Mike Chapin of Marketeers; 

thanking Foreman Tim Bragg and Street Foreman Craig VanNess for doing a nice job, he 

appreciated all of their assistance.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he has a letter from Leslie Robbins regarding the Christmas Parade.  

It will be held on Friday, November 29, 2013; it will begin in Malta at 6:00 PM and ending 

at the Commons here in McConnelsville. 

 

Mayor Finley reported discussion was made of purchasing a pick-up truck during the Work 

Session last week.  The Street Department truck is in worse condition than the Sewer 

Department’s; therefore, they have decided to replace it first.  After researching, Mayor 

Finley found a new Ford F150 through Ricart Ford at a cost of $16,908.00.  Mayor Finley 

stated he felt this was a very good price; as others he researched were well over $20,000.  

Mayor Finley stated since the cost was under $25,000; bidding would not be necessary; 

however, he would like to have Council’s blessing to purchase it along with some 

additional accessories, not exceeding $24,999.   

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to purchase the truck in the amount of $16,908 

along with accessories not exceeding $24,999; seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Mayor Finley stated we also discussed replacing the small dump truck at the Work Session.  

Mayor Finley researched and found a 2014 Ford F550 for $73,600.  Mayor Finley stated it 

is equipped with a snow plow; stainless steel tailgate spreader; and, a stainless steel dump. 

 

Mayor Finley stated this cost would be required to be bid out; however, he feels we are in 

immediate need of a new dump truck and would like Council to pass a Resolution 

suspending the rules and to declare an emergency necessitating the purchase without formal 

bidding or advertising.  The bed is shot on our current dump truck and it has had a lot of 

work previously done on it. 

 

 

Resolution 13-21 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Resolution 13-21, A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE 

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR TO PURCHASE A FORD F550 DUMP TRUCK, 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, SUSPENDING THE RULES AND TO DECLARE AN 
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EMERGENCY NECESSITATING THE PURCHASE WITHOUT FORMAL BIDDING 

OR ADVERTISING. 

 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilman Matheney. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to adopt Resolution 13-21 on emergency 

measure, seconded by Councilman Matheney. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Resolution 13-21 was duly adopted. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he has a quote on parking meters from P.O.M. that Mike Chern had 

received.  Mayor Finley stated they have been discussing the parking meters; and, he feels 

we should get rid of the nickles and dimes; and, program the meters for quarters only.  

Mayor Finley stated they would like to see the meters extended down Main Sreet from Fifth 

Street to Fourth Street.  To do this we would be adding seventeen new meters.  Mayor 

Finley stated there are some new businesses down in that area; and, by putting meters in, it 

will free up parking for their customers.   

 

Mayor Finley also reported he has been receiving some complaints on the looks of our 

current meters.  Chief Copeland is looking into the different scenarios of how we can take 

care of that problem and a cost.    

 

Councilman Bragg questioned if anyone discussed this with the business owners down in 

that area of town.  It was stated not yet. 

 

Chief Copeland reported you can replace the insides of the meter at a price of $170 each.  

We have enough outside covers if we want to go with green; however, if we want to 

purchase new black covers it would cost an additional $184 each.   

 

Chief Copeland stated he has taken one down to Grout Hog to see if they could possibly 

powder coat them.  They are to be getting back with a quote on this.  Chief Copeland stated 

if they can be powder coated; we will have to purchase stickers and gaskets for them at 

another cost of $20.00 per meter.  Chief Copeland stated if the powder coating can be done; 

he feels it would be the most cost effective way to go.   

 

Mayor Finley stated the parking meters have been a big controversy.  Mayor Finley stated 

one time several years back, the meters were bagged to see how it would be without them.  

The businesses requested the Village to remove the bags and begin using them again.  

Mayor Finley stated he felt the meters were necessary for rotation of parking for businesses 

in the community.   

 

Chief Copeland stated if we change them to accept quarters only; we will need to rent a 

machine to update our current timing mechanisms.   

 

Mayor Finley stated there currently is no money budgeted for these expenses; so, if Council 

choose to go this route, it will need added to the 2014 Budget.   
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Mayor Finley stated there are several different issues here; therefore, he is turning this 

matter over to the Streets and Alley Committee to review and bring their suggestion(s) back 

to Council.   

 

 

Resolution 13-20 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Resolution 13-20, A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING 

APPROPRIATIONS WITHIN THE GENERAL FUND.  

 

Councilman Matheney made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adopt Resolution 13-20 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

Resolution 13-20 was duly adopted. 

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the alley paving project is completed.  Mayor 

and Council feel they all look very good.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he met with the County Planning Commission 

concerning water run off onto other properties and structures.  It will be county wide; 

however, it will affect the Village also. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported he is going to have a contractor come in and 

work on the pumps at McConnel Run Lift Station.  They will need to either adjust the 

impellers to correct the gallons per minute; or, replace them at a cost of around $8,000.  He 

would like to this have done prior to the year end. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated Council will need to make a decision on keeping 

the Kennebec Pump Station or connecting to the Streamlining Project and do away with it.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the Gas Company contractors are completed 

with their work in town; however, the restoration contractor is not. 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the work on the curb on Kennebec Avenue has 

begun.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated he has an Issue I meeting tomorrow regarding the 

Street Paving Project.  Village Administrator Thompson stated we are the last on the list to 

be funded; hopefully we will find out tomorrow if we are awarded the project or not. 

 

Councilman Dille questioned how much longer would we be doing the leaf pick-up.  

Village Administrator Thompson stated around the first of December.   
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Chief of Police Troy Copeland 

 

Chief Copeland reported he interviewed a potential candidate for the full-time Patrolman 

position.  Chief Copeland stated he felt the meeting went well; the candidate will be coming 

in tomorrow to ride with Patrolman McGrath; and, he will also come in and ride with the 

Chief and Patrolman Weyant.  Chief Copeland stated he received a good recommendation 

from the Chief of Crooksville Police Department.   

 

Councilman Robison stated the red truck parked at Ninth and Union needs to be removed.  

It is creating a visual hindrance; and, there has already been one accident there.  Chief 

Copeland stated he will speak with them and if they do not move it; he will have it towed 

tomorrow.     

 

 

Fiscal Officer Ellen Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported the Depository Bid will be opened at noon tomorrow. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated she was contacted by Tina Timberman, the Tax Administrator 

for the City of Athens.  They will be holding a Press Conference on Monday, November 25, 

2013 at 4:00 P.M. with regards to House Bill 5 (Tax Uniformity).  Fiscal Officer Hemry 

stated Senator Gentile will be there and the House of Representatives have been invited 

also.  Fiscal Officer Hemry is to contact Ms. Timberman tomorrow with a head count of 

how many Council people might wish to attend. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry reported October month to date expenditures and revenues; and, year 

to date expenditures and revenues, as follows:  General Fund month to date expenditures 

$37,759.37, revenue $50,233.59; a difference of $12,474.22; year to date expenditures 

$439,680.76, revenue $668,340.57; a difference of $228,659.81.  Current monies reserved 

for encumbrance $48,167.29 leaving a balance of $180,492.52. 

 

Street Fund month to date expenditures $3,561.19, revenue $6,041.64; a difference of 

$2,480.45; year to date expenditures $47,360.31, revenue $60,756.57; a difference of 

$13,396.26.  Current monies reserved for encumbrance $10,059.94 a difference of 

$3,336.32. 

 

Water Fund month to date expenditures $12,438.72, revenue $46,867.61; $5,548.22 of that 

amount came from Morgan Meigs; a difference of $34,428.89; year to date expenditures 

$243,543.39, revenue $408,325.96 a difference of $164,782.57.  Current monies reserved 

for encumbrance $111,187.34 a difference of $53,595.23.   

 

Sewer Fund month to date expenditures $49,223.30, revenue $49,815.55; $4,238.03 of that 

amount came from Malta for Joint Sewer Operations and Maintenance; a difference of 

$592.25; year to date expenditures $361,338.28, revenue $482,023.29; a difference of 

$120,685.01.  Current monies reserved for encumbrance $112,409.17 a difference of 

$8,275.84.   

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated the month to date Sewer expenditures are up due to paying the 

Village’s portion of the first draw on the UV & Bar Screen Project in the amount of 

$19,263.41. 

 

Water Capital Projects Fund month to date revenue $1,781.91; year to date revenue 

$18,985.68.   

 

Mayor Finley noted Fiscal Officer Hemry included the budgeting items they requested in 

their packets.  Mayor Finley would like newly elected Councilman Newton to receive a 

copy of this also; and, he would like Council to review this information before acting on it.   
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Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported Congressman Stivers will hold a listening session in the 

Riecker Building on November 26, 2013 at 7:30 P.M.   

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilman Robison reported the Joint Utility Committee met last evening.  Malta 

submitted their 2014 Budget for the Water Treatment Plant.  The projects they are looking 

at completing in 2014 total $12,000.   

 

 

Finance Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn reported the Tax Committee will be meeting on December 17, 

2013 for the Fourth Quarter meeting. 

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Mayor Finley reported a company by the name of Lamplighter is going to look at our 

current street lights and give us pricing on extending them down Main Street; and, possibly 

helping to correct our dim light issue at the crosswalk areas. 

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Robison made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Matheney. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Rhett Matheney, Aye; Councilman 

Terry Robison, Aye; Councilman Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, 

Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, Aye. 

 

The meeting was adjourned till December 3, 2013 at 6:00 P.M. at the McConnelsville 

Village Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


